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AS OTHERS SEE US. 

Resolution passed at meetings of seafaring 
men tn London, Liverpool, Glasgow, Car- 
diff, Hull, Sunderland, Dundee, Shields, 
and other gorts :— This meeting pledges 
itself to support SEAFARING.” 

Ship Masters’ and Certificated Officers’ Union.-- 
“ Having the largest circulation in the 
world cf any paper connected with ship- 
ping, SEAFARING is the best medium for 
advertising the wants of seafaring men.” 

Morning Advertiser—“ Ably and smartly 
written,” 

Daily Chrenicle.—“ An ably conducted and 
interesting paper.” 

Reynolds's Weekly Newspaper.—* A bright 
little paper.” 

Literary World.— Will be appreciated by 
all who go down to the sea in ships.” 

Coast Seamen’s Union (San Francisco.)— 
“ Delightful and interesting, and a worthy 
champion of the sailors’ cause.” 

Star.—* What sailors are interested in, and 
need to know, is culled from all quarters.” 

Liverpool Daily Post.— Fast winning a fore- 
most place under the title of SEAFARING. 
Most popular with seafaring people.” 

Liverpool Mercury.— In every way suitable 
for the purpose it has in view. The 
variety of matter with which it is replete, 
and the information which it contains, 
justify its claim to be ‘the organ of the 
seafaring class.’ ” 

Liverpool Echo.— There is plenty of work 
for this journal with its nominal price and 
multiform attractions.” 

The People.—“ It will be useful to those 
in whose behalf it has been started.” 

The Democrat.— Did useful work.” 

Seaboard (New York).—“ Bears that 
peculiar, indescribable air that most news- 
paper men recognise as a warranty of long 
life and prosperity.” 

Weekly Budget.—“ A career of much 
prosperity and usefulness.” 

Tonbridge Free Press.— Interesting to 
everybody.” 

Mercantile Marine Service Association Repor- 
ter.“ A genuine ring about the articles, 
which are written in true sailor style.” 

Scottish Leader.—“ Its sails are already 
filled with a favouring breeze.” 

Southampton Observer.—‘ Advocates the in- 
terests of seagoing folk with zeal and 
ability.” 

Western Daily Piess.— It is well conducted, 
and is full of original matter.” 

Eastern Daily Press—“ Something in its 
columns to suit even gentlemen of England 
who stay at home at ease.” 

Hampstead and Highgate Express.—“ No 
reason why this message to and from the 
sea should not become one of the most 
influential organs.” 

Hampshire Independent.—“W ell conducted.” 

Cork Examiner.— Promises to be one of 
the most valuable of the class papers.” 








YARNS.—XCIX. 


THE FIRST OF APRIL. 
( Continucd. ) 


CHAPTER Il. 


Some few hours after the events related in 
the last chapter, Punch Evans, who was 
driving the after-winch, came forward for a 
drink of water. He was accosted just abreast 
of the fore-rigging, by O’Connor. 

“You're driving the after-winch, are you 
not, Punch?” 

“That's so, sonny,” was Punch’s answer. 

“Well, do you think you could get this 
letter passed up out of one of the lighters 
as though it had come from shore?” pursued 
O’Connor. 

‘““Why, what’s in the wind now, Jim?” 
was Punch’s question. 

“Oh, nothing ; only to-morrow is the Ist 
of April.” 

““Mum’s the word, I tumbles, the thing’s 
done,” said Punch in high glee “Iam 
alwaysready and willingtobearahandon a job 
of this kind,” which was perfectly true; no 
better assistant could be secured where hoax 
or gammon was to Le bandied. 

And so it was that in the semi-darkness 
of the short tropical twilight a letter was 
passed up out of the lighter to the Krooboy 
at the gangway, who in his turn passed it 
to the third mate, who had the deck at the 
time. That officer having read the super- 
scription, hailed the cook, who was passing. 

* Hi! you Jack, here’sa letter for Mr. 
Tall, just come from shore in the lighter. 
Pass it into his berth as you go forward.” 

*“ Ar, ay, sir,” replied the cook. ‘ Letter 
for Mr. Tall,” says the cook, poking his 
head in the messroom door, “ Just come 
off the lighter.” 

Tall eagerly seized the letter, and tearing 
it open read as follows :— 

‘Messrs. De Boulay present their compli- 
ments to Mr. Tall, and beg the favour of 
his attendance at their factory to-morrow at 
10 «.m., to examine professionally their 
engine. The engine, which is of the com- 
pound, tandem, surface condensing type, 
gave the utmost satisfaction until about 
three weeks ago, when owing to some defect 
which they failed to discover, there has 
been an unaccountable increase in the con- 
sumption of fuel, to remedy which defect they 
appeal to Mr. Tall, trusting he can make it 
convenient to attend.” 

Truly had the writer sized his man, the 
bait wasswallowed with gudgeon-like avidity. 
Like all vain men, Tall was very accessible 
to flattery, and it was truly unction to his 
soul, but of course only a just tribute to 
his own superior abilities, that the chief 
engineer should be passed over and himself 
selected for a commission of this nature. It 
was easily demonstrable to his conceit, 
that even in this far-off West Indian island 


his fame had preceded his advent. For had 
he not only the other day extricated out of 
a serious muddle the blundering driver of the 
little coasting steamer that brought down 
our mails ? 

The facts of the case were these. The 
engineer of this little vessel had come on 
board one day and asked for the use of our 
portable forge that he might set up his 
piston springs, Tall descanting the while 
most learnedly upon the proper rigidity of 
piston springs, and cognate matters. The 
| man, who knew his busiuess, had listened re- 
spectfully, but quwetly ignored Tall, who 
was nevertheless fully persuaded that he 
had impressed the man with a high notion 
of his knowledge and practical ability. 
‘Twas evident to him that merit 
adorned was now about to be rewarded. 
In less than quarter of the time that it has 
taken me to write a description of the cir- 
cumstances attendant upon the arrival 
of the letter, Tall had decided upon 
his course. The captain was at the 
time seated upon camp stool aft, smoking his 
after-dinner cigar, and chatting pleasantly 
with the chief engineer, and the rest of the 
officers under the awning, when, with his 
best society bow and the air of a Grande 
Signeur, Tall swept up to him and said, 
* Captain Le Bosquet,can I have a moment’s 
conversation with you ?” 

* Oh, certainly, Mr. Tall, say on,” said our 
good-natured skipper. “ Well, the fact of 
the matter, is, those people ashore 
on the sugar plantation are in 
some muddle ahout their machinery, and 
they have asked me in the most gentlemanly 
manner in the world to come ashore and put 
things to rights. I, of course, will experience 
no ditliculty. I suppose it is another case of 
some duiter of a shovel engineer who has been 
complicating matters These fellows always 
require a skilled mechanic to dance attendance 
upon them, and lick their crude notions into 
anything like practical adaptability,” con- 
cluded Tall, in his most inflated style, as he 
handed the missive he had received to 
the skipper, who proceeded to read it, 
and, passing it to the chief engineer, said to 
Tall, “* Well, [am sure, Mr. Tail, I have no 
objection to your attending to Mr. De Bou- 
lay’s request, and if Mr. Matthews——” 

“Oh, I am perfectly agreeable,” interrupted 
our jolly old chief, ‘“ to-morrow’s Sunday, 
and he has nothing to do here. Let him go, 
by all means, I suppose he will be paid for 
his trouble.” 

But there was a merry twinkle in his 
bright, grey eye, as he cast it 
up from the letter to express his 
acquiescence, that spoke eloquently of a 
possible mare’s nest. He had read where the 
other had failed to see anything—between 
the lines. 


Having attained his object, Tall’s tread 








a oe 


arr 


Cae REISS 


4 


os 


eee ee 





2 


SEAFARING. 


August 24, 1889, 








was on air as he tripped to his berth amid- 

ships whistling— 

‘* We'll give three cheers and three cheers more, 
He’s a very good Captain of the Pinafore.” 
“Boy,” said he, as he burst into the 

engineer’s berth, “you will have to be up 

betimes in the morning. I have very im- 

portant business to perform. I, in fact, 

have to conduct a survey of the machinery 
on the sugar estate ashore. So get out my 
go-ashore clothes, brown hat, white collar, 
light tie, patent leather shoes, and have all 
ready, ship-shape and Bristol fashion, by 
9 a.m. sharp. I will prepare list of rods, 
which you will procure from the store- 
keeper. Have them secured and packed 
in good time so as to cause no delay.” 
Having issued these orders in a most 
peremptory and arrogant manner, he retired 
to his berth to consult all the authorities at 
his command upon such matters as generation, 
expansion, super heating, and condensation 
of steam, combustion of fuel, force and re- 
sistances, hydraulics, pneumatics, hydrosta- 
tics,dynamos,gravity,and the causes of motion, 
so that he might be aw fait on any contin- 
gency arising, for he was determined to 
astonish the natives as much by his _ erudi- 
tion as by his practical ability. And with 
this object he read far into the small hours. 





CHAPTER III. 

Thesun rose bright and early upon this 
eventful All Fools’ morning. But not before 
Tall; for with the fervour of anticipation 
natural to one all pervading idea, he had 
been unable to obtain any sleep. 

“T think the very devil must be in con- 
spiracy against me,” was the petulant 
obse~vation of this consumer of the midnight 
oil. “Six hours have passed, and I 
have not closed my eyes,” and then, “ Boy! 
bring me my toast an’ coffee. What, not up 
yet? This laziness is intolerable,” said Tall, 
who had tumbled out of his own bunk to 
find the mess-room lad asleep in his. “ You'll 
sleep your brains into train oil. Out of it! 
Out of it!” 

“ Coming, sir,” says the boy, tumbling out 
of his bunk and into his pants at the same 
time. ‘* Coming, sir.” 

After refreshing himself with a light 
matutinal meal, consisting of three rounds 
of toast, and coffee tomatch, Tall, arrayed 
in a suit of striped silk payjamas, on tenter- 
hooks of deferred energy, repaired to the 
roof of the chart-house to survey from afar 
the scenes of his near approaching triumphs, 
his gaze painful in its intensity fixed upon 
the smokestalk of the factory on shore. 
There were merry hearts aboard that morn- 
ing as they watched with the keenest interest 
Tall and the development of the plot. For 
was not the best hated man in the ship 
about tobe administered a lesson on self- 
displacement which might be of service to 
him as long as he lived ? Matters grew more 
interesting still when Tall vacated his 
pedestal on the chart-house, and commenced 
to read to the messroom lad and storekeeper 
the list of tools he had selected to take 
ashore with him,and reader,you yourself shall 
judge as to the completeness of the assort- 
ment. Here it is as read by Tall :— 
Barometer, pyrometer, thermometer, hy- 
drometer, a standard steam pressure gauge, 
quadrant spirit level, indicators, and case 
complete, with cards for diagrams, callipers 
inside and out, compasses, squares, and 
straight-edges, hammers, quarter flogging, 

and hand-tiles (rough, bastard, and smooth), 
chisels, an assortment, and_half-a-dozen 
wedges. When Tall had proceeded thus 
far, he was interrupted by the storekeeper 








with the question, whether he would include 
the anvil? 

“ Anvil!” exclaimed Tall. “No; how 
ridiculeus, you foolish fellow. There’s sure 
to be a smith’s shop on the estate,” anda 
smile of commiserating contempt broke over 
the vain features of Tall as he inwardly 
compared his own superior astuteness with 
the stupidity of his subordinate, who was 
simply fooling him with the question. It 


was approaching 9 o'clock now, and Tall 
was all anxiety and importance. At 
the last moment, as the boat was 


away, 4 new idea seized his fertile mind, and 
as he was a man of action he would act 
upon it. 

“Captain Le Bosquet, I have one more 
favour to ask of you before I go upon this 
business, and that is, would you let me have 
the deck boy to carry my tools. I can’t trust 
any of my firemen, becaus? they will get 
drunk, especially O’Connor,” 

If our hero could only at any time 
realise how much to little tricks like 
this he was indebted for the present 
exploit he would decide immediately 
to make Flotsam and Jetsam of the conceit, 
impudence, effrontery, and mean tyranny 
that solely constituted his character, and 
subside to that position which sans pretence 
nature had intended him to fitl—viz, a 
nonentity. 

However, to proceed, Tall having obtained 
the skipper’s consent as to the deck boy 
accompanying him, the boat was called 
away, and with the manner of an Alexander 
entering upon new realms of conquest, Tall 
magnificently descended the accommodation 
ladder into the boat, followed by the little 
nigger deck boy, staggering under a donkey 
load of the various paraphernalia necessary 
for engineers to enable them to deduct and 
determine the precise nature and locality of 
any defect in the complicated machines with 
which they have to deal. 

We were, that is all hands forward, up on 
the forecastle head, watching with the most 
intenseintere.t thesefurtherdevelopments,our 
earsstretched on bowlines,faces averted,as we 
regarded through the corners of our eyes the 
boat’s departure for the shore, because until 
we saw her leave there would always remain 
some aggravating possibility of the plot 
miscarrying through some misadventure. 
All such disturbing considerations were 
dispersed with the receding boat, and all 
hands forward gave vent to the pent- 
up merriment in one loud and_ prolouged 
roar of laughter, some of the hands actually 
rolling on the deck in the transports of their 
glee, the green hills and valleys of the little 
harbour apparently joining in the jubilant 
jollity by the echoes thrown back from’ rock, 
hill, and shady grove, As the uproarious 
merriment continued, the midshipman who, 
with the proverbial instinct of his class, 
scented mischief from afar, came 
forward to share in the fun. <As_ there 
was nothing to serve now in keeping the 
thing dark, he was taken into our confidence, 
and informed that the letter summoning Tall 
ashore was a bogus one, and that his journey 
ashore was only a deference, unwittingly of 
course on his part, to the amenities of the 
season, 

*Tt's the champion joke of the season,” 
exclaimed the jubilant middy, as he danced 
aftin a paroxysm of incontinent glee to im- 
part the joyfui news to the captain and 
officers. 

“It was a sight to rouse the droop- 
ing sensibilities of a confirmed dyspeptic— 
the scene aft, as the whole plot, its import 

and consequences, were sprung upon our cap 


tain, chief engineer, and the other officers, 
Our captain, bursting with laughter. pro 
nounced it acapital joke. Our jolly old 
chief was fairly convulsed, the perspiration 
actually pouring through every pore in his 
skin, his fat sides shaking with excessive 
merriment, as he took in the situation ; 


the chief mate helplessly hung on 
to the rail to prevent himself succumbs 
ing to the violence of his laughter. 


Meanwhile, aft and forward echoed and re- 
echoed in uproarious laughter their thorough 
enjoyment and endorsement of the joke, 
which might be accepted as the ofticial 
stamp of the general estimate of Tall’s 
character, and his deserts. 
*¢Q wad some power the giftie gie us, 
To see ourselves as others see us.” 


CHAPTER IV. 


Many and various were the speculations as 
to the nature of the complication into which 
Tall would involve himself during his wild- 
goose chase ashore, but that his further 
adventures would only add to our enjoyment 
we were prepared by the information 
brought back by the deck boy who had 
accompanied Tall to the factory. For as he 
put it—Massa Tall make himself plenty 
trouble ashore.” 


It appears on the arrival of the boat 





at the jetty, Tall, who was anxious 
that somebody should’ witness the 
ovation that awaited him ashore, 


had requested the second mate, who had 
charge of the boat, to go to the factory with 
them. They proceeded, Tall, cigarette ’twixt 
lips, head thrown back, lips drawn up, and 
eyes cast down, with mincing gait, and 
swinging a gold-headed cane, the little 
nigger deck boy staggering along under the 
impedimenta of battle, at a respectful dis- 
tance behind. Jt was a contrast of inflated 
conceit and meek, humble obedience, that 
was ridiculous in the extreme. Arrived at 
the factory, Tall’s first question was, ‘‘Who’s 
in charge here?” He was directed by the 
person questioned to alittle Frenchman, who 
was apparently engineer of the estates. 

“My good fellow,” says Tall, in his most 
patronising tone, ‘I am commissioned by 
your employers to make an investigation 
into the nature of the defect in your engine 
that is puzzling your people here. I have 
no doubt [ shall soon put things to rights, 
after a little overhauling.” 

“ Saire,” answered the a3 tonished French- 
man, “me plenty savey my work, me not 
send it for you.” 

“Oh!” responds Tall, in his most insolent 
manner, “ as to that,f am prepared that you 
should take umbrage at my being appointed 
over your head, it is only natural. 
But if you don’t like to give me 
your assistance I shall employ someone 
else, and deduct the expense from you.” 

* Sacré Sang de Dieu,” exclaims the irate 
Frenchman. ‘ You aire, gaire, von what you 
call godam lunatique.” 

The progress of events now promised lively 
and interesting developments, but further 
means of ascertaining what took place were 
withdrawn by the boat’s recall appearing at 
our masthead, which summoned the second 
mate from the scene of these lively opera- 
tions. 








Ti commander of the French vessel-of-war 
Metcore reports the existence of a shoal eastward 
of Ras Doan, northern shore of Gulf of Tajura. 
This shoal, over which the Meteore grazed, has a 
depth of 10 feet on it, and is situated nearly half 
a mile eastward of Ras Doan. Position, approxi- 





mate, lat. llmin. 47sec. N., long. 43 degrees 
23min. E. 
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A TOUGH YARN. 
(Copyright.) 


Fer some years before it had been converted 
into offices the house had fallen into decay. But 
Messrs, Grabbem and Swampem, solicitors, cast 
envious eyes upon it, as being the very 
house snited for their professional _ busi- 
ness, What cared they for the ghosts 
saidto haunt it! At the same time they inter- 
viewed every one connected with the dwelling, 
and succeeded in eliciting certain information, the 
pith of which we have embalmed in the following 

When Dublin decreased in social splendour and 
inportance after the Act of Union in 1801, and 
was no longer the centre of fashion for the Irish 
nobility, its splendid private residences gradually 
decayed. Wealthy Neches men and Dublin’s 
proverbially professional aristocracy now 
inhabit them Many of these houses yet retain 
their curious, rare, old decorations, notably a 
coffin-maker’s in Kevin-street, and of one of these 
residences we would more especially speak. It 
isa large. stately, gloomy-looking house—as we 
have before stated. The high narrow windows 
are guarded with Italian jalousies. The grass grew 
in the interstices of the high, steep steps. 
The rusty fron railings had become loosened in 
their stone settings, and seemed as though a 
vigorous push would hurl them into the moulder- 
ing vault-like areas. Entering the hall, a damp, 
earthy odour greeted the intruder; for intruder 
any one must have been considered who ventured 
into that region of ghostliness. The wide, flagged, 
echoing hall, the broad, dark oak panelled stair- 
case, led to chambers awful in their oppressive 
sense of loneliness and utter desolation. Cob- 
webs festooned the painted walls; queer, crawling 
ereatures held holiday on the once polished 
floors ; not even the sqneak of a rat or a monse 
broke the solemn, death like stillness which per- 
yaded this old, deserted mansion. 

Years ago, this house was tenanted by a Miss 
Dyas,an eccentric maiden lady, who, dying at the 
advanced age of eighty-six, left her property— 
including this house and _ furniture—to a 
married grand-niece, then living in the 
County Meath. The social season in Dublin 
was Just commencing about the time that all pre- 
liminary law matters connected with the property 
were being settled, and the heiress, Mrs. O‘Cal- 
laghan resolved to let the house furnished. The 
furniture, though antique, was handsome 
and substantial. The walls and ceilings of 
the drawing-room in particular were superbly 
ornamented in the florid Florentine style. 

The house was no sooner advertised than it was 
immediately taken by an officer then quartered in 
Dublin. Beinga man of taste, Colonel Brunton 
would not permit the house to be remodelled in 
any way. Mrs. Brunton, too, was a woman who 
Jiked novelty, and she triumphantly pictured 
to herself what a delightful sensation her 
antique, moycn-age looking drawing-room would 
create when well lighted up and filled with a 
fashionable mob. <A pretty, piquante little 
woman, she was enthusiastically charmed and 
enchanted with her Irish residence. One day, 
about the beginning of October, she moved into 
it, with her two infant children and her two 
“nglish servants. 

The day Mrs. Brunton arrived at her new 
house her husband was obliged to spend the even- 
ing out. However, to pass the time she 
amused herself by wandering about the old man- 
sion, peeping into musty old cabinets and 
cupboards, and looking with wondering and ad- 
miring eyes upon the rare old Venetian glass and 
exquisite china, which seemed almost too fine 
and too delicate for use, About half past 6 o0’clock 
as she sat in the drawing-room, the nurse entered, 
saying it was necessary for her togo out and Iny 
some things which were urgently needed. he 
woman respectfully asked her mistress if she 
would go up to the nursery if she should hear the 
children ery. 

‘Certainly, nurse ; suppose you will not be very 
long away?” 

“T can’t say for certain Madam; I do noi 
know my way about Dublin.” 

“Then you had better take cook with you, 
she has been in Dublin before. I daresay no one 
will call this evening.” 

“Thank you, ma’am,” and the nurse left the 
room. Presently Mrs. Brunton heard the hali 
door being closed, and the two women’s footfalls 
echoing down the steps. 

A quarter of an hour, perhaps twenty minutes 
or more, passed. The doors between the drawing- 
room and the nursery, two flights higher up, were 
left open, so that Mrs. Brunton could hear every 
sound. The evening was now fast closing in, and 
she exveriencad o stranca foaling of lonalinass and 





vegan to wish she had not allowed loth servants 
to go out together. She laid down the look she 
had been reading, and listened nervously—she 
could not define for what, and presently one of 
the children gave a cry. ‘The mother started from 
her sofa, and was about to go up to the nursery, 
when hurried footsteps fell upon her ear. 


‘Oh, Ineed not go up,” she said to herself. T 
suppose cook has stayed at home after all”; and 
having, by this time, reached the door, she indeed 
siw, by the waning light, the figure of an elderly 
woman turning the landing of the flight of stairs 
opposite to the drawing-room door, She 
returned to her sofa; but the child’s erying did 
not cease ; on the contrary, it seemed to increase 
from a whining to a wail of terror. In genuine 
alarm she started up andran to the nursery. The 
eldest boy, a child of three years old, was sitting 
up in bed, shrieking; but the cook was nowhere 
to be seen. 


In vain the mother trie’ to pacify the child. 
“Freddy,” she asked, ‘did not cook come up 
to you?” 

But the child only sobbed the moze convul- 
sively; so muchso, that his mother refrained 
from asking any further questions. Softly sing- 
ing to him, he was soon asleep again, and she 
stole quietly from the room. It was almost dark, 
vetshe distinctly saw, walking a few steps before 
her,the figure of the woman whom she yet believed 
to be the cook. 


““ Why, cook, I thought you had gone out with 
nurse.” 

The figure had just reached the bottom of 
the flight of stairs; it turned slowly round, 
revealing the face of anold woman with a white 
cap-border closely crimped around her puckered- 
up, leering face. A gruesome,weird light seemed 
to surround her, so that Mrs. Brunton distinctly 
saw the shrivelled lips move, the bleared eyes 
g'eam, and the shaky, skinny hand, which was 
raised and shaken menacingly at her. The figure 
ten turned and ran swiftly down the stairs. 


For a moment only, Mrs. Brunton was 
frightened ; but girding up all her courage, she 
blamed herself for giving way to nervous fancies, 
— persuading herself eventually that it must be 
some person employed by the cook. She went 
slowly down the stairs, her heart, nevertheless, 
beating violently, and said courageously— 

“My good woman, who are you, and what is 
your business in this part of the house?” 


For reply, a chuckling laugh resounded through 
the echoing old house. The clatter of many feet 
seemed to be heard upon the stairs, yet the brave 
little woman hardly quailed. But what was she 
todo? She was too terrified to venture after the 
figure. Just then there was aring at the hall door, 
and she hastened down to answer it with a 
sense of relief. The two women servants entered. 

‘* Cook,” she asked, ‘‘ did you leave any woman 
in the house during your absence ? ” 

§*No, ma’am.” 

“Well, you had tetter go and look inthe 
kitchen, forsome woman went down the stairs 
just now.” 

Lights were speedily procured, and every inch 
of the basement storey was unavailingly searched. 
The doors were then secured, and as Mrs. Brun- 
ton saw her servants were rather frightened at 
these precautions, she wisely refrained from 
enteringinto any particulars concerning either 
the manner of the figure or of the strange noises 
which she had feard. 

The next day she related the circumstances to 
her husband, who, man-like, only laughed at her 
nervous fancies, and practically suggested that a 
close eye be kept upon the area gate. 

The weeks flew by, and the affair seemed 
to be forgotten. Forgotten--until one even- 
ing, as Colonel and Mrs. Drunten — sae 
alone inthe dining-room, the sound of many 
footsteps was heard in the drawing-room over- 
head, and a plaintive air was played upon the 
old spinet. They listened, amazed, for a 
minute, and at length Mrs. Brunton said— 

“‘ Henry, Iam sure itis that—that thing!” 

“You littie goose!” he exclaimed, laughin 
**Stay where you are, and I'll go and see!” 

He bounded up the stairs ; there was a hurried 
shuflling of feet ; the musie ceased, and he soon 
returned. The scene he had witnessed he could 
not repeat to his nervous, delicate wife. There- 
fore, toavoid heing questioned, he said, with an 
assumption of gaiety— 

‘© Mabel, congratulate me! 
seen your mythical old woman.” 

She shivered, and nestled into her nusvdand’s 
sheltering arms, as she whispered. faintly, ‘* Yes, 
I know you have seen her, for I :saw hey go before 
you out of the room.” , 
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they could not account for the phenomenon, 
and, naturally, were diffident about mentioning 
it to anyone. Thus, the time passed until 
Christmas. 

With the Christmas-time there arrived a 
nephew of Colonel Brunton’s; clever, handsome, 
merry Stephen Fenton, a young medical man, 
who had just taken his diploma. Hehad passed a 
brilliant examination, and before again resuming 
work had come to spend some time in Dublin, for 
the purpose of resting his rather overtaxed brain. 
It_had been agreed that he was not to be told any- 
thing about the mysterious old woman. 

On Christmas Day a number of friends were ex- 
pected to dine. There was alsoto be an evening 
purty. Therefore, in order to save time, Mrs. 
Brunton had had the dining-table arranged early in 
the afternoon and had then locked the door.She was 
we proud of her dantily-arranged dinner- 
ble 
, About fivein the afternoon, as Colonel Brunton 
and his nephew were sauntering home leisurely, 
a sudden and heavy shower came on. They 
walked fast, but by the time they arrived at the 
hall door they were thoroughly drenched. Colonel 
Brunton immediately went into his dressing- 
room, on the first landing, inviting his nephew to 
follow ; but that free-and-easy young gentleman 
preferred taking off his boots in the back hall. 

‘‘Here, Bridget! Mary! whoever you are, 
take these boots like a good girl,” he said, 
addressing a woman standing in the shade at the 
top of the kitchen stairs. 

An aged woman, habited in an old-fashioned 
black gown, with a white handkerchief pinned 
across her bosom, approached him. He threw 
the boots, when—and to his horvor!—they went 
through her ! 

Stephen’s first practical thought was — being a 
doctor—‘ By Jove! my brains must be in an 
awfully queer mess !” 

He walked slowly up the stairs, and on the first 
landing there was the figure again! It preceded 
him step by step, but yet he did not feel 
frightened—he, as before, ascribing the appear- 
ance to purely physical causes acting upon @ 
brain which he felt was overtaxed. The figure 
entered the drawing-room. Stephen mechanically 
followed it ; and there, what a scene met his 
eye! 

On the polished floor near the fireplace lay the 
body of a young and_ beautiful foreign-looking 
woman richly dressed. There were wounds 
about her neck, half concealed by her long raven- 
black hair. <A tall, dark-complexioned man stood 
near, holding a long, thin Venetian stiletto, 
whilst beside him stood the woman, who gave 
vent to a fearful Jangh as she seemed to spurn the 
body with her foot ! 

As she laughed the vision faded, and Stephen 
Fenton left the room, more than ever uneasy for 
his brain. At the door he was met by Mrs. Brun- 
ton, who insisted upon his coming down and 
having a sight of her prettily-arranged dinner- 
table. Her husband was also one of the 
privileged, and the proud young housekeeper 
triumphantly unlocked tke door. 

But lo! what a sight met theireyes! The ex- 
quisite old china and glass lay in fragments upon 
the floor. The table-cloth was dragged away, and 
all the pretty decorations had been ruth- 
lessly destroyed! In a recess near the 
fire place stood a dark, foreign-looking man, 
also the old woman, both of whom laughed 
devilishly and then vanished! The scene was 
witnessed by all three at the same time. Mrs. 
Brunton fainted in her husband’s arms, A serious 
nervous illness was the result; and, as soon as 
practicable, she was removed from the house. 
Stephen Fenton recounted his experiences, as did 
aiso his uncle. 

‘The mystery is yet unsolved, but sueh is the 


legend counected with the tense, 








SOME interesting information which proves the 
value of the extension of the telegraph to remote 
fishing districts is given in the seventh annual 
report just issued of the Fishery Board for Seot- 
land. 

JUDGMENT has been given at Liverpool in the 
inquiry respecting the loss by we ede the 
Liverpool steamer Bessie Morris, near Burnt 
Head, Cape Breton, on June 3 last. The finding 
of the court was that the master did not know 
the deviations of the compass on southerly 
courses ; he had sec a safe course of S $ W, but it 
was not made, the vessel having deviated in an 
hour and a quarter two points to the westward. 
No allowance was made for tides or currents. 
The ship had been lost by careless navigation. 
The master alone was in default, and the court 
suspended his certificate for six months. He was 
granted a mate’s certificate during the six 
months, 








oa 


ar ¢ 


- 





‘ 
4 
4 
# 
, 
i 
: 
f 
¥ 


= 





SEAFARING, 


August 24, 1889, 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


LOSS OF LIFE AT SEA. 
To the Editor. 


Srr,—Kindly permit me, through the medium 
of your widespread and greatly admired journal, 
to give ventilation to the following occurrence 
which was attended by the death of one of our 
crew. 

On July 13 we left Bombay bound to Aberdeen, 
loaded with linseed, in the steamship Start, of 
London. When we were out six days we en- 
countered very severe weather in the Arabian Sea, 
and the vessel was shipping vast quantities of 
water over the forecastle head. One of the firemen 
had occasion to go forward to get some drinking 
water from the pump, and whilst in the 
act of doing soshe shipped a large quantity of 
water, and the unfortunate man was washed 
through a large water port, of which there were 
four in the fore well deck. Those ports were 
large enough to allow two ordinary-sized men to 
pass through. If there had been gratings put 
upon those ports to protect men from being 
washed through them the poor man’s life would 
have been saved. His name was Robert Smith, 
a native of Helmsley, in Yorkshire, and if he had 
been a member of our Union I should most cer- 
tainly have taken steps to cause his parents to 
institute legal proceedings against the owners of 
the above ship for the loss of his life, which hap- 
pened deeough their not having bars placed across 
those ports to protect life. 

In addition to the above defect, I wish to state 
that in the wheel house of this steamer, the cog 
wheels are unprotected by any guard or covering, 
and on one occasion I have had a very narrow 
escape from being injured for life, through getting 
the sleeve of my jacket entangled in the 
machinery, but fortunately I was lucky enough 
to escape with the loss of the sleeve of my jacket. 
I would consider ita great favour if you would 
give this letter publicity in your coming issue, as 
it will be the means of warning my fellow 
Unionists and others of the dangers that are to be 
encountered on board of this vessel, and perhaps 
be the means of having them remedied ieleers the 
vessel commences another voyage.—Yours truly, 

JOSEPH T. Lippy, 
Cardiff Branch N.A.S. and F. Union 
of G.B. and I. 
Sailors’ Home, London. 
August 19, 1889, 


STEWARDS AT THE WHEEL. 
To the Editor. 


Srr,--I am cook and steward on a steamer 
belonging to the port of Hull. Of course you 
know that it is a practice to sign one man as 
cook and steward on some of what the owners 
call small steamers—1,600 tons, for instance. You 
must also know that it is an unthankful position 
to hold. In the first place the captain is deter- 
mined that you shall not neglect him. If you 
try to please the master, of course you offend the 
officers and crew, for it is impossible to be in the 
cabin and the galley at one and the same time. 
The steward is expected to cook for the entire 
crew and keep the galley clean, also his cabin, 
and attend, in many instances, on a cantan- 
kerous master. Well, sir, I manage between 
the grumbling of the crew and_ the 
master to struggle through, although I am the 
most abused man on board. But now comes the 
greatest grievance of which [I complain. The 
steamer I am on goes into port at 9 p.m. Friday. 
I am called to the wheel. It is 11 o’clock before 
the ship is moored, therefore I was at the wheel 
two hours. The labourers commenced to work 
the cargo at once, and as there was very little 
eargo for that port the ship was finished at 3 
o’clock on Saturday morning. I was again called 
from my bed to go tothe wheel. Now, Mr. 
Editor, | would like to ask the owners why they 
keep up this farce of signing one man to fill the 
place of two when really he is expected to act 
in the place of three. Why not sign me as cook, 
steward, and able seaman? Iam sure it would 
look better of them to give me my full title. 
Thgy might also add painter, as I am 
expected to paint the cabin and galley in my 
spare time. In conclusion, I wish to ask this 
question. Ifthe ship came into ccllision how 
would the owners fare by having a man at the 
wheel who is not supposed to understand any- 
thing about it? I would advise all cooks and 
stewards to learn the compass at once, for I 
expect we shall soon be asked the question, ‘“‘ Can 

ou steer?” when applying for a situation. 

0 “ts you will insert this in our valuable little 
crait,—I remain, dear sir, yours, &c., 

THE MAN WITH A CARPET BAG. 








AN EXISTING GRIEVANCE. 
To the Editor. 


Srr,—Would you kindly allow me space in our 
craft SEAFARING for a few comments on the 
tyranny practised at shipping office in Glasgow by 
a policeman who stations himself at the 
turnstile in the engagement room and who has 
the audacity to collect discharges from men who 
are engaging for ships,and then at his (the police- 
man’s) suggestion causes mates and engineers to 
dispense with good men’s services for to makeroom 
for men of his own stamp (raw Highlanders 
and suchlike), who never were aboard ship except 
coming to Glasgow from the hills,wherethey get 
liberty to run wild until captured and Chris- 
tianised, and become eligible for police-constables 
and automatic machines to knock ‘‘ Jack” about 
at every opportunity. In many cases leading 
stokers and boatswains, in the interests of our 
Union, collect members’ cards before going into 
the shipping office to sign articles. Well, 
sir, this same machine makes it his busi- 
ness to prevent this being done, and _ has 
the impudence in such cases to hurl such 
good and true men out of the office 
with impunity. In my capacity of outside dele- 
gate I am subjected to many insults by this 
creature, who, to please certain individuals who, 
like himself, are only in temporary power and 
use it, not recognising that in the near future 
that power will be taken from them and invested 
in good men who thoroughly understand that 
“Poor Jack” must and will be recognised. 
Hoping, dear Mr. Editor, you will insert this and 
excuse me taking up so much of a berth,—I am, 
yours in unity, 

JOSEPH MCKERNAN, 
Outside Delegate, Glasgow Branch. 
13, James Watt-street, Glasgow. 
August 15th, 1889. 
FISHERMEN’S GRIEVANCES' 
To the Editor. 


A correspondent writes from Great Yar- 

mouth :— 

We hear the ery of sailors and of firemen all so 
bold, 

Who have so many grievances to settle, we are 
told ; 

But fishermen have many, too; aye! and as many 
more, 

One is if they don’t pay for nets they have to 
walk ashore. 

To pay for nets, forsooth Indeed I would just 
like to know, 

If shipowners can charge their crews for gear 
down below ? 

But down here all owners, so we hear, are just 
Divine, 

They will not heed our cry unless the Union 
draws the line. 


One owner here is so severe (he weighs full many 
a stone), 

He vows that he must tend his gout and fishers 
leave alone ; 

He says that margarine is cheap and butter is so 
dear, 

He can’t make out why men at sea so often should 
feel queer. 

But the Union’s getting stronger, so let such 
kings beware, 

For the fishermen intend to sail their smacks upon 
the plan of share. 

They have been trod on long enough, their heads 
they now will raise ; 

Thanks to the Union that’s come here to win 
thesailors’ praise. 

And children that are yet unborn will bless the 
day it came, 

And raised us from despair and stopped the 
wicked game, 

By which the nets we had to buy, butin them 
had no share ; 

A system that no honest man, I think, could say 
is fair ; 

So Yarmouth fisher lads cheer up, and all the 
Union join, 

Which brings its members freedom anda fairer 
share of coin. 


PILOTAGE BILL. 
To the Editor. 

Sir,—I notice by your paper of July 20, page 6, 
reference to the Pilotage Bill of 1889. Has this 
bill been read in Parliament yet? If so, when is 
it likely to become law? Am I to understand by 
your paper that mates, before they can pass for 
masters (should it become law), require to be able 
to pilot their vessels, say into Glasgow or Liver- 
pool harbours, and have a knowledge of the 
various channels ? 





I am anxious to know this, as I have two friends 
at sea, at present, whose time is now up for 
trying for master, and as they are now about due 
I should a:lvise them to leave their ships at once, 
so as to save this further examination. Could I 
buy a copy of the bill in its present state, as I 
should like very well to be versed up in all points 
connected with it, as I have lots of friends, both 
officers and engineers, whom I would like to talk 
to about it? I buy your paper every Saturday, as 
I admire the straightforward information it con- 
tains. Please endeavour to reply in your issue of 
this week, and oblige 

GRANVILLE. 

Glasgow. 

[The Pilotage Bill has been read in Parliament. 
A copy may be had for 14d. from Messrs. Eyre 
and Spottiswoode, East Harding-street, London, 
E.C.; or Messrs. A. and C. Black, North 
Bridge, Edinburgh ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgs, 
and Co., 104, Grafton-street, Dublin ; and a copy 
ought to be obtained by each branch of the 
Union, where it would be read with interest and 
discussed with profit. —Ep. SEAFARING. ] 


DISCHARGES IN THE HOME TRADE. 
To the Editor. 


Srr,—In looking over one of your papers for 
August 3, I saw there had been a case tried at 
Hartlepool between C. Doe, A.B., and W. G. 
Kerry, and the lawyer, Mr. H. Bell, told the 
Bench that the law did not provide a discharge in 
the home trade. Now, I say that he knows very 
little about the Shipping Act,for he will find that 
in the ss. 172 and 510 of the Merchant Shipping 
Act, 1862, that a master is bound to give a dis- 
charge under a penalty of £10. Now, where are 
the Board of Trade officials to let the master 
know different, or he may get into bother one of 
these times through it? Asking your pardon for 
troubling, but I think a mistake like that ought 
to be set right for small shipmasters in the home 
trade.—TI remain, yours, Xc., 

HoME TRADE MASTER THIRTY YEARS, 

Middlesbrough, 

August 20, 1889. 


TOO BAD. 
To the Editor. 

DEAR Sir,—The manner in which shipping 
masters on the north-east coast abuse sailors is 
simply scandalous, and perhaps you will allow 
me, through the medium of your paper, to ex- 
pose some of their tricks. 

ship’s crew recently signed articles in a 
steamer ce, and because the men were foolish 
enough tosign something inthe logbook, 2s, 
were kept off their wages every week. They 
shipped at the rate of 32s. a week ; but simply 
by making the crew sign an entry in the log- 
book, the wages were brought down to 30s. The 
crew came to the shipping master in Dundee to 
ask his advice, when he said they would have to 
take the reduced wages, owing to signing this in 
the logbook. Shipping masters are intended to 
protect the interests of sailors, and yet this is the 
sort of work they are engaged in. 

Still another instance of their conduct. The 
ss. Amethyst (P. M. Dunean and Son, Dundee) 
came into Burntisland, the final port of discharge, 
on Friday last, at 2 p.m., so that you see the 
captain had plenty of time to pay the men off, 
but did not do so. He rendered them their 
account of wages, and on Saturday forenoon, 
when he had got his ship loaded, he asked the 
crew to take her out to the roads, and then he 
would allow them an hour to go on shore and be 
paid off. This the men refused pointblank to do, 
when Captain Middleton engaged three substi- 
tutes to do the work, and gave them the hand- 
some sum of Is. 6d. each. These men, as soon 
as the secretary at Burntisland told them the 
whole story, tore up their advance notes 
and left. The men’s aceounts of wages 
were dated from July 23 to August 16. 
and yet the captain had the impertinence and 
audacity to deduct 5s. off each man for ‘“ being 
absent without leave” on the day after the 
account of wages came up to, seeing that the 
account of wages was dated up to August 16 
(Friday), whereas the ‘‘absent without leave” 
took place on Saturday, August 17. So you see 
that the captain, besides refusing to pay the men 
at the proper time, made a profit of 3s. Gd. on each 
man. He also claims the right to keep the men’s 
wages until the six months are finished. Then, 
might I ask what is to become of the men’s wives 
and families during that time? They must starve, 
I suppose, in order that shipowners and their 
right-hand men, the captains, may grow fat! 
What is the use of giving men accounts of wages 
if they do not intend to pay them at the end of 
each voyage, which peat. extends for a month? 








August 24, 1889. 
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However, we will soon see what can be done with 
such men as Captain Middleton, as the case is 
now under the consideration of a lawyer.—I am, 
yours in unity, 
H. McKENpDRICK, 
Per G. W. H. 

Dundee, August 21st, 1889. 

P.S.—Two of this ill-treated crew have been 
10 years and six years in the same company’s 
employ, and have never been treated in such a 
dirty manner. 

A CONTRAST. 
To the Editor. 


DEAR Str,—I was very proud to see the deep 
gratitude and respect shewn to the master, 
officers, and engineers of the ss. Whinfield, in 
SEAFARING, some two or three weeks ago. Iam 
also very proud to see Paul B. Sutcliffe, being 
one of the crew, that he recognises the same. 
Now, sir, if you will be kind enough to allow 
me ee in your valuable paper for these few 
lines I shall be much obliged, and I will shew you 
the difference between the master of a steamer 
that I sailed in some years ago, the ss. Propontis 
of Liverpool, the master’s name being Higgins. 
We sailed from Liverpool, vid Cardiff, with coals 
for the Mediterranean—Constantinople being the 
farthest point. We no sooner left Cardiff 
than we found that we were on board ofa hardship 
with a tyrant of a master. We hadagreed to be 
supplied with our pound and pint according to 
the scale of provisions allowed by the Board of 
Trade, but that we could not get, but gave us 
just what he liked. Now at the first harbour we 
came to we dined together, and we are supposed 
to get at the dinner time of one day as much 
meat as would supply us the 24 hours, but as the 
men came in to their dinners they cut off the 
meat what they thought would do them the one 
meal; but the last three that came there was 
nothing for them. Well, the consequence was 
these three men looked at their mates as if they 
were ready to eat them. One man said to 
them, ‘Go and see the cook, he might 
have some more.” ‘ [ have no more 
than I can do with,” said the cook. ‘‘ No, I have 
no more, you have had all that [ got for you.” 
Finally they came back, and we agreed to cut off 
a bit of ours, as we could not see them go with- 
out. Well, we were to have saved some of this 
meat to be mixed up with some broken up bis- 
cuits that were full of live creatures called maggots 
and weevils, to make cracker-hash for breakfast 
next morning. There being no meat the cook was 
good enough to save a little fat todo as a sub- 
stitute. Our tea wasa biscuit with treacle to 
butter it with, and treacle in our tea instead of 
sugar. We got a pair of scales and weighed 
the meat one day, and found that we were 
nine pounds short. We asked the steward 
to account forit. He said it went away in the 
boiling. ‘* What about the lot of bones in it.” 
“Oh, [ can’t help that.” So we went to the 
chief engineer, being told that we were his men, 
to make a complaint. He said, ‘‘ You had better 
go and see the captain yourselves.” The next day 
we did. Two men went, one carrying a dish of 
meat and the other a dish of broken stewed 
biscuits. Before we could get within 10 yards 
of hiscabin he rushed out to meet us like a mad- 
man, and pointing a revolver at us said, ‘If you 
don’t go away I will blow your brains out.” The 
steward ran out of his cabin to hold the captain 
and beg him not to fire. The two men put down 
their dishes on the deck and put their fists 
up and dared him to fire, the steward 
pacifying the two men by telling them that he 
would make the difference up that night. Well, 
he did for that night, but the next day we were 
as bad off as ever ; in fact, the cook told some of 
the crew that if the ship was one day over her 
expected time there would be nothing for them to 
eat of any kind, as the captain had been cutting 
them short from the time they left Cardiff. Well, 
sir, you could hardly believe how glad I was to 
put my foot on shore again ; but I had no money 
to get anything to eat with, but one of my mate’s 
sisters came to meet him, and he told her that we 
were nearly starved. She said she had not much 
money, but that she could pay for some bread 
and cheese. I can assure you we gave it bread and 
cheese to further orders. So much for this 
master Higgins. [ do not go to sea now, and 
hope I shall not have to until there is some 
better treatment for seamen at sea than there is 
at present. Only fancy a man down in a hot 
stokehole in 150 to 170deg. of heat, and a scorch- 
ing sun on deck, the sweat running over the tops 
of his boots and can’t get a mouthful of some- 
thing fit to eat. Good luck to our Union. 

THOMAS PIERCE, 


Member of Canning Town Branch, 





“A SERIOUS CHARGE.” 
To the Editor. 

Str,— Our correspondent ought to find out 
. . . .’3 so begins Mr. Editor’s note at the 
end of my letter, August 17th, re ‘‘ Sinking sea- 
men by authority “—or, to put the same in Col- 
lier’s words, ‘‘They value our lives less than 
dogs.’ 

No doubt, coalowners and7shipowners would 
add that the writer should be treated thus un- 
ceremoniously and doggedly for ‘‘ setting class 
against class.” In that case my reply is easy, 
“that, as too many—Nor all—have already 
themselves done so, I need not try so foul a 
game.” 

But if any shipowners or other employers be- 
lieve me (as some in Durham, Northumberland, 
Yorkshire, and the South dare, behind my back, 
to say) capable of such infamy, they can easily 
test their false faith by accepting my oft-repeated 
challenge to meet me fairly in public and ¢ry and 
prove it. 

But how does this bear on my letter, ‘A 
Serious Charge,” in SEAFARING, sir? Thus. 

It seems to me that it is not for me (especially 
as I, directly this charge was made reliably to 
me, sent name of firm and vessel to the Star for 
further inquiry, &c., but nothing has come of it 
since) to take any further initiative now. Several 
M.P.’s then, too, receivedthe vessel’s name, but— 
like the Queen (going to Hawarden) hasn’t time, 
only for Hatfield !—they can’t (or won’t ?) take it 
up. Tin faith ‘fear not man,” but ‘* Union is 
strength.”—Yours truly, 

W. BEAUMONT. 

Terminus Hotel, London Bridge, S.E., 

August 20, 1889. 

‘* By the sweat of thy brow” earn your bread. 

But what if informant loses it? 








SHIPS SPOKEN. 


A National Line steamer, bound west, August 16, 49 
N, 26 W, by the Elbe s, at Southampton. 

A White Star Line steamer, bound east, August 2, 
lat. 42, long. 59, by the La Bretagne s, at New 
York. 

An Anchor Line steamer, August 4, 260 miles east 
of Sandy Hook, by the Crystal s, at New York. 

A Lamport and Holt Line steamer, bound east, 
August 5, 

A Hill Line steamer, bound east, August 5—last 
three by the Glenshiel s, at New York. 

Alps (British steamer), bound south (? Alvena 
steamer, New York to Kingston), August 4, 
37 N, 74 W. 

Author (British steamer), New Orleans to Liverpool, 
July 31, Tortugas, bearing NNW 12 mules, 
reported from New York. 

A Wilson Line steamer, bound east, August 4, 170 
miles east of Sandy Hook, by the Crystals, at 
New York. 

A Red Star Line steamer, bound east, August 2, 41 
N, 62 W, by the Helvetia s, at New York. 

A National Line steamer, hound east, August 5, 40 
N, 70 W, by the California s, at New York. 

A Red | coca steering west, August 12, 50 

A National Line steamer, steering west, August 13, 
50 N, 12 W, by the Osmanli s, in the river. 

Arizona (American barque), bound south, July 18, 
12 N, 26 W, by the Atalanta, at Falmouth. 

An English schooner, bound to Darel Baidah, Africa, 
August 2, 31 N, 12 W, by the Tebes, at Trieste. 

A steamer, shewing white light forward, white light 
amidships, red light aft, steering west August 15, 
46 N, 39 W. 

A steamer, shewing bright light aft, and roman 
candle throwing six red stars from bridge, August 
4,17 S, 39 W. 

Annetta, from Genoa, August 8, 19 N, 24 W. 

olus, Astoria to Liverpool, July 23, 21 N, 35 W. 

Bolivia, Pisagua to Falmouth, July 17, 11 N, 25 W. 

Bacchus (British ship), steering east, all well, Julv 
12, by the Mangalore, off Ascension. 

British brigantine, bound west, August 14, 48 N, 
36 W, by the Rugia s, at Plymouth. 

Bellona s, steering SW, August 14, 43N,9 W, 
by the Nubian s, at Southampton. 

Balcarres Brook s, steering south, August 18, 43 N, 
10 W. 


Balclutha (ship), Antwerp to San Francisco, April 18 
32 N, 20 W, by the Mermerus, at Melbourne. 

** Boston” (English steamer), bound west, August 15, 
49 N, 34 W. 

British King s, Liverpool to Philadelphia, August 
16, 51 N, 18 W. 

Catalonia s, Liverpool to Boston, August i4, 45 N, 
43 W. 

Charlois s, steering west, August 15, 48 N, 33 W, 
by the Servia s, at Qlueenstown. 

City of York (British ship), Java to Cork, July 3, 
24S, 4 E, by the Anahuac, at St. Helena. 

Reatoe, Desasek bound south, July 25, 10 N, 
27 


Duke of " Athole, Sydney to London, July 15,9 N, 
26 W. 


» . 
Dawpool, for Calcutta, July 6,7 N 34 W, 





Deveron (British ship), London to Cape Town, June 
11, 36 N, ls W. 

Drumcraig (British ship), Calcutta to Dundee, off 
Cape of Good Hope, by the Guyana, at St. 
Helena. 

Duppel, Liverpool to Philadelphia, August 8, 44 .N, 
27 W, by the Dunbritton, Emmett, from San 
francisco, off Falmouth. 

Egypt s, Liverpool to New York, August 17, 51 N, 
13 , by the British Princess s, a 
Queenstown. 

Esterel (steam yacht), bound south, August 13, 47 N, 
4 W, by the Mount Stewart s, at Sunderland. 

— the Great s, bound south, August 16, off 

igo. 

General Picton (barque), of Aberystwith, from Liver- 
pool, steering S.W., August 5, 148, 36 W. 

eS New York to Calcutta, July 23, 21 N, 
35 W. 

Glenafton (British barque), steering NE, August 8, 
2 N, 27 W, by the Elbe s, at Southampton. 
Glencaird (British ship), Liverpool to San Francisco 

24 days, July 11, 5 N, 27 W. 

Galatea (English ship), Morecambe Bay to Mel- 
bourne, August 4, 10 N, 27 W. 

Gertrude (English barque), June 23, 9 S, 32 W, by 
the Fortunata, at Queenstown. 

Gwrtheyrn Castle (English barque), Liverpool to 
Valparaiso 42 days out, July 4, 16S, 33 W, 
by the Violet, at Falmouth. 

HRCP (British barque) (? HRFP, Coldinghame), 
ne aa to Sydney, all well, July 15, 9 N, 


H.M.S. Pheasant, July 28, at anchor off Jamestown, 
St Helena. 

Tronopolis s, bound south, August 16, off Vigo—last 
two by the Coromandel s, at Plymouth. 

**KDFM ” (British barque), Hardingsoe (Norway) to 
Galega (Seychelles), all well, 44. N, 12 W, by the 
Rhone, at Bordeaux. 

Kambira, of Windsor (N.S.), Cardiff to Rio Janeiro 
24 days, July 16, 9 N 26 W, by the Earl 
Rosebery, at London, 

Khimjee Oodowjee, of Liverpool, London to Little 
Fish Bay, all well, July 13, 5 N, 28 W. 

Knight of the Thistle (ship), Newcastle to Val- 
paraiso 32 days, July 16, 12 N, 27 W. 

Lismore (English ship), steering north, August 5, 
15 N, 26 W, by the San Nicolas s, V. Holten, at 
Hamburg. 

Lamington s, Dartmouth to Cape Town, August 10, 

17 W. 

Lagos s, Dartmouth to Cape Town, August 11, 
15 N, 17 W. 

Leny s, Southampton to Cape Town, August 16, 
38 N, 14 wv by the Grantully Castle s, at 
Plymouth. 

Lady mn of Newport, steering SW, 48 N, 


‘ . 

Ladstock, Pisagua to Bremen, steering north, July 
11, 15S, 26 W. 

LFVG (British ship), July 18, lat. 37, long. 16. 

Lochee (ship), of Dundee, July 16,6 .N, 96 E, by 
the Telamon s, at Penang. 

—_—- Castle s, bound south, August 5, 10 N, 17 


Morning Star (barquentine), of Guernsey, Havre to 
Gulf of Mexico 24 days, July 22, 22 N, 36 W, 
by the Brahmin, in the ‘Thames. 

Margaret Galbraith, of Glasgow, Clyde to Otago 35 
days, all well, July 12, 4 N, 28 W. 

Neophyte (barque), of Yarmouth (N.S.), all well, 
August 7, lat. 50, long. 28, by the Dea, at New 
port (Mon.). 

Otaki, London to Canterbury, steering south, July 
12, 2 N, 26 W. 

**Pavamita,” from Philadelphia, bound south, July 
9, ON, 29 W. 

Piako, — to New Zealand, steering SE, July 1, 
27 S, 27 W. 

Peter Stuart (British ship), Penarth to Port Pirie, 
June 11, 36 N, 18 W. 

Portia, of London, Pisagua to Hamburg 74 days, all 
well, July 10, 3S, 27 W. 

Ryno, beund south, July 11, 7 N, 28 W, by the 
Urania, at Falmouth. 

Savernake (British barque), Liverpool to Diamond 
Island 32 days, June 11, 4 N, 22 W, by the 
Sierra Pedrosa, at Table Bay. 

Sierra Bianca (British ship), Rangoon to Liverpool 
69 days, all well, July 25, 34 S, 17 E, by the 
Pretoria s, at Table Bay. 

Stalwart (English ship), steering west, 47 N, 31 W, 
by the Donaus, in the Weser. 

SLKN (British schooner), bound east, August 2, lat. 
41, long. 63, by the Rugia s, at New York. 

Suevia % Hamburg to New York, August 16, 50 N, 
20 W. 

Talisman, for Port Pirie, August 17, 49 N, 8 W, 
reported from Liverpool. 

Trent s, steering NNE, August 19, 47 N, 6 W, 
by the Kaikoura s, at Plymouth. 

Tamerlane, of Glasgow, June 30, 3 N, 24 W. 

Violet (British barque), for Queenstown, 24 days out, 
July 17, 11 N, 29 W, by the Buckingham, at 
New York. 

Zuleika (ship), of Leith, August 7, 45 N, 9 all well, 
W, vy the Karamania s, at Glasgow. 








For trawling within the three mile limit, J. 
Farrar has been fined at Aberdeen £10. 

A QUANTITY of correspondence and other 
matter is held over for want of room, 
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IN THE DOG WATCH. 


In another column a correspondent this 
week complains of having had not only to 
perform the duties of cook and of steward 
at one and the same time, but of having had 
to go to the wheel and steer the ship. As 
he points out, if a man has to attend to the 
cahin to the extent that the skipper usually 
requires, he must neglect the crew, and the 
crew naturally growl. Not contented with 
requiring of him the dual duties of cook and 
steward, he must be made a quartermaster, 
or, at least, steersman. All this is simply 
another reminder that something must be 
done to put a stop to the undermanning 
of ships, for it all simply means that double 
or rather treble duties and an unreasonable 
amount of work are exacted to save the 
owner’s pocket. 

How a ship that is short-handed can be 
considered properly equipped within the 
meaning of the Act of Parliament no prac- 
tical or sensible man can understand. But 
the Board of Trade does not consist of either 
sensible or practical men. Although it does 
not appear that all Board of Trade officials 
must have spent some time as patients in 
lunatic asylums preparatory to entering 


upon their official duties, it  cer- 
tainly would look as though such a 


training were regarded as rather a recom- 
mendation than otherwise—judging from the 
idiotic things officials do—if we did not know 
that there isa method in their madness. 
What they aim at is to curry favour with the 
capitalists. But they cannot even crawl 
successfully, and the shipowners despise 
them as cordially as seafaring men do. 


This being the case, would it not be as 
well in their own interests for B. T. officials 
to give up the crawling and impartially do 
their duty without fear or favour ? 

Under the heading of “Loss of Life at 
Sea,” a letter appears in another column of 
SEAFARING this week. To that letter we 
would direct attention,as it once more shews 
the urgent necessity for extending the 
principles of Employers’ Liability to ship- 
owners. Once owners have to pay, depend 
upon it there will be fewer lives lost at sea 
from preventible causes, 

Glasgow, it seems, has a policeman who 
is altogether too big for his boots, according 
to a letter which we publish this week. If 
our correspondent’s statement of the case 
be correct, it should attract the attention 
of the persons in authority ever that volice- 
man, who ought either to shift him to other 
duties or restrain his excessive activity. It 
is all very well to avenge Flodden by coming 
to England and beating Englishmen in their 
struggles for existence, but, to have ‘ her 
nainsel” the wild Hielanman let loose on 
the unoffending shellback, is carrying the 
matter too far. 

Correspondents have often complained to 
us thatin drawing money at foreign ports, 
the captain has charged them for it more 
than the current rate of exchange. Such 
correspondents—-and, indeed, all of our 
readers—will be pleased to note that the 
following clause is to be found in a Bill in- 
troduced this Session into Parliament :—. 

“Where a seaman bas agreed with the 
master of a British ship for payment of his 
wages in British sterling or any other money, 
any payment of, or on account of, his wages, 
if made in any other currency than that 
stated in the agreement, shall, notwithstand- 








ing anything in the agreement, be made at 
the rate of exchange for the money stated in 
the agreement for the time being current at 
the place where the payment is made.” 


After all that was expected of and hasbeen 
spent upon the Panama Canal, it is sad to 
come across in a Liverpool paper such an 
item of news as this: Private information 
from Colon states that the sixteen miles of 
the Panama Canal already sufliciently com- 
pleted to allow of the passage of small 
vessels, is fast filling up with sand. Work is 
not entirely suspended, so that the Colombian 
Government may not step in and claim 
everything, but only about 200 men are 
employed. It is no uncommon thing to see 


machinery which cost thousands of pounds | 
lying broken and useless, half embedded in | 
the sand, never having been unpacked froim | 


the cases in which it was sent over, 


According to a Canadian paper, the report 
of the survey—so far as it has gone—of the 
Pacific Ocean,“ is regarded with considerable 
satisfaction by those who look forward to 
the early establishment of a cable route from 
British Columbia to Australasia by way of 
the Pacific Ocean. There is nothing, it 
appears, in the features of the sea-bed, so far 
reported upon, that need present any difhi- 
culty, while the depths are not excessive on 
the route likely to be selected. Moreover, 
it transpired at the proceedings of the 
Colonial Conference that coral reefs are only 
injurious to a cable when found at or near 
the surface of the water and liable to cause 
friction in the neighbourhood of the cable. 
In tre case of the route surveyed in the 
Pacific Ocean, there is no evidence as yet of 
any coral reefs which are likely to present 
obstacles in this respect.” 








THE comnittee of Lloyd’s Register has com- 
menced a visitation of the shipping ports of the 
kingdom. They will visit the east coast ports, 
then proceed to the Clyde, the west coast, and 
Barrow, and it is probable that the remainder of 
the month will be taken up by the inspection. 

A SPECIAL meeting of the South Shields Local 
Marine Board was held on August 16, tor the pur- 
pose of presenting to a seaman named Hazelburg, 
a silver medal of the second class awarded by the 
Norwegian Government for bravery. In Novem- 
ber last, Hazelburg was steward of the Ellington 
s, of Newcastle, and, when 12 or 13 miles south of 
Flamborough Head, during the prevalence of a 
very heavy gale from the south-east, the steamer 
fell in with the brig Olaf Kyrre, of Fredrickstadt. 
The latter vessel was in a state of distress, having 
suffered so much damage that the sea was wash- 
ing over her, and it was evident she could not 
last much longer. A boat from the steamer, 
manned by Hazelburg and three others, was 
launched, and made two trips to the brig, taking 
off six men in the first instance, and three in the 
next. The Olaf Kyrre drifted ashore on the fol- 
lowing day. 

NAVAL RED TAPE.—A_ paymaster in the 
United States Navy gives the following account 
of the red tape that must be unwound in order to 
buy an article needed for use on board a man-of- 
war. Supposing that a paper of tacks is wanted 
on boad a United States ship on a foreign 
station, the following is the routine actually 
required under General Order No. 48, Four 
requisitions are made out, which are signed as 
follows :—Officer making the requisition, 4 times, 
captain 8, paymaster 8, anl admiral 4. Bids 
are sent out to five merchants, which are signed 
by pay officer 5 times, merchants bidding 5, 
and acceptance of bid, paymaster, 1. Bills are 
then made out in quintuplicate, and are signed 
by the captain 5 times, paymaster 10, senior 
officer of the Board of Inspection 5, and the per- 
son receiving the money 5. A report is attached 
by the senior officer of the Board of Survey, in 
duplicate, 2 signatures, and the officer who has 
made the requisition signs a receipt on the Dill 
5 times, when it iscomplete, with 62 signatures ! 
This is called simplification of methods, and pro- 
tecting the Government by a so-called system of 
checks and balances. —New York Herald. 








HISTORIC a ne. 
No. IL. 
LOSS OF THE ATLANTIC. 

A. wreck, of which many of our readers 
probably have a vivid recollection, occurred 
in the early morning hours of April Ist, 
1373. The ill-fated vessel was the magnificent 
White Star steamer Atlantic, and her loss, 
near the entrance to Halifax Harbour, 
resulted in the death of hundreds 
ot men, women and children. When 
the news of the terrible disaster 
reached England, the consternation that pre- 
vailed was extreme ; nowhere more so than 
in Liverpool, where the company’s offices are 
situated. It was felt that all the con- 
trivances of modern science, of which the 
Atlantic had been full, could not ensure those 
who yo down to the sea in ships from awful 
and sudden death. Strength and speed, and 
a registered tonnage of 3,707 tons, had not 


| availed the Atlantic one whit in the moment 


of her fate. 

The facts of the shipwreck are briefly 
these :—On the 20th March, 1873, the 
Atlantic sailed from Liverpool to New York. 
It was her 19th voyage. She was under 
the command of Captiin J. A. Williams, 
and carried 762 steerage passengers, 32 
saloon passengers, and a crew of 144 men. 
In all there were 938 souls. A few days of 
tine weather were followed on the 24th by 
heavy gales, which brought the vessel’s 
speed down to 1/8 miles a day. On 


the last day of the month coal was 
found to be running — short, there 


being no more than 127 tons aboard. The 
ship was at this time 460 miles to the east- 
wardof Sandy Hook. A sou’-wester was 
blowing,and heavy westerly swells prevailed. 
Owi-g to the weather, and the shortness of 
co.J,the Captain decided to run in to Halifax 
instead of continuing the voyage to New 
York, Early in the afternoon of the 31st, 
the ship was steaming slowly, 170 
miles off Sambro Island. There was rain 
and a southerly wind. At 8 o'clock 
in the evening the weather cleared, 
and the wind veered round to the west. The 
passengers, when bedtime came, retired to 
rst full of pleasant anticipations, for was 
not the morrow to bring them to the New 
Wor!d and all they had looked forward to 
daring the last week? At midnight the ship 
was thought to be 48 miles south of Sambro. 
The Captain saw everything made snug, 
and went to snatch a few hours’ hard- 
won rest in the chart-room. He knew that 
they were nearing a perilous coast, and 
so designed to steer south, and only bear up 
for land with t'e dawn of day. The vessel 
was in charge of the seccnd and third officers, 
when very shortly after 3 a.m., just as the 
watch had exchanged the customary “ All’s 
well,” there was a loud cry from the look- 
out. “Breakers ahead,” rang through the 
ship, and the dreadful words were immedi- 
ately followed by a crash which set the 
mighty vessel a quivering through all her 
timbers. 

Hard and fast she lay with the seething 
waves rushing through her stern portholes. 
Hundreds of the steerage passengers were 
drowned as they lay asleep in their berths. 
Hundreds rushed to the deck, blocking the 
gangways, and throwing everything into wild 
confusion. Mad with panic, scores of men 
and women jumped into the sea and were 
drcwned. There were six lifeboats swung 
in the davits. Men took possession of these, 
and several were cast off. But all, save 
one, immediately were swamped and sank. 
The Captain, who all the while behaved 
with noble coolness and courage, shouted 
to all those who had lifebuoys to 
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throw themselves overboard. He and 
the officers then urged those remaining 
on deck tolash themselves to the rigging. 
“T ascended the rigging,” wrote a survivor, 
“and thence had a good view of what was 
going on. Then I saw the first and awful 
sight. It was just gleaming day; a large 
mass of something drifted past the ship on 
the top of the waves and then was lost to 
view in the trough of the sea. As it 
passed by, a moan—it must have been a 
shriek, but the tempest dulled the sound— 
seemed to surge up from the mass, which ex- 
tended over 50 yards of water, it was the 
women. The sea swept them out of the 
steerage, and with their children to the 
number of 200 or 300, they thus drifted to 
eternity. 1 was in the rigging seven hours, 
and was obliged to keep moving up and 
down constantly to keep my blood in cireula- 
tion ; on both sides of me I could see men 
fall from exhaustion.” 

Some 50 yards ahead of the Aélantic rose 
a lofty rock. To this the sailors, with their 
accustomed bravery, contrived to carry five 
lines, by means of which some 200 people 
succeeded in getting half-way toland. Mr. 
Brady, the third officer, and two quarter- 
masters swam ashore with a single rope—it 
does not appear how they got the lines 
to the rock or no, but we presume they did, 
Over this single rope somesucceeded in making 
the perilous passage to land. But the majority 
of the survivors remained on the rock, 
or ia the rigging of the wreck. There, 
despite the efforts of Captain and oflicers, a 
dread despair seized upon many. Some threw 
themselves into the sea or were crushed by 
the loosened fore-boom as they stood in panic- 
stricken apathy on the ship’s deck. On the 
rock, exhaustion overcame many, so that 
they laid them down and died. Other poor 
wretches went mad, The rock was covered 
with slippery seaweed, and the night was 
bitterly cold. But at last help came. 

At dawn arrived a boat from M:agher’s 
Island. The intrepid Brady got ashore in 
her a second time,and succeeded in launching 
three boats, which were carried over the 
island for the purpose. Many were saved in 
these boats, which were gallantly manned by 
the iocal fishermen. At last even Captain 
Williams, with frozen hands and feet, was 
brought ashore, and there remained in the 
mizzen rigzing of the sinking ship only three 
persons—Mr. Firth, the chief officer, a lady, 
and a boy. The boy was washed off, 
but by plucky swimming, he managed 
to reach a boat. The sea had risen 
so high by this time that no boat dared go 
to the rescue of the couple still on the 
rigging. At length, however, the parish 
clergyman, a Mr. Ancient, gallantly under- 
took to save them. He called for four 
volunteers, and with a small boat managed 
to board the wreck. A rope was thrown to 
Mr. Firth, and he jumped into the sea and 
was saved, But the poor lady was beyond all 
help ; she was dead—frozen to death. Ashore 
the shipwrecked people met with the 
utmost kindness at the hands of the Meagher 
fishermen, who, headed by Mr. Ancient, 
gave clothes, food and shelter to all. 
Steamers subsequently took off the survivors. 
Of the 938 persons who had sailed aboard 
the Atlantic 481 were lost, amongst them all 
the women and children to the number of 
295. A sad contrast this to the wreck of the 
Birkenhead, where all the women and chil- 
dren were saved. And yet brave efforts 
had been wade in _ their behalf, 
and it was rather the intense cold 
and long exposure which slew the 


majority of thei than any human neglect of 


duty. At the Board of Trade inquiry which 
was subsequently held, Captain Williams 
urged in his own defence, and as an explana- 
tion of the terrible disaster, the fact that he 
had miscalculated the currents and the 
vessel’s speed. But it was  conjec- 
tured by others that the watch had 
mistaken the Sambro’ Light for the 
Devil’s, and that they had thus, by keeping 
too far to westward, struck on Meaglher’s 
‘Rock. The Captain was severely censured 
for his careless navigation, as were some of 
the officers. In consideration, however, of 
his noble and untiring efforts to save life,his 
certificate was only suspended for two years. 





THE Corporation of the Trinity House vive 
notice of alterations in the position of the Kast 
Gilman, Inner Ridge, and the N.E. Middle 
Buoys, River Thames. 

At the Thames Police-court on August 15, 
Frederick Warn, 31, has been charged with 
stealing three ounces of unmanufacture:d tobacco, 
value 3d., from the steamship Rodne//, lying in 
the Millwall Dock. It epneeran from the evidence 
that the accused was working on the vessel with 
several other men. The second ofiicer found a 
bale of tobacco had been broached and about 
101b. of tobacco stolen. The hole in the bale was 
sewn up, and it was left on deck. Soon after- 
wards another hole was made in the bale and 
several workmen were observed to take tobacco 
from it. Prisoner was seen to take some of the 
tobacco, and it was taken from him by an officer 
of Customs. Prisoner was afterwards given into 
custody, when he said, ‘‘ I did have two or three 
pieces.” He was sentenced to 14 days’ hard 
labour. 

THE committee of the Royal Fund for the Re- 
lief of the Orphans of Sea Fishermen, which was 
founded as an outcome of the Fisheries Exhibi- 
tion, and received from its surplus funds a grant 
of £15,000, state in their fourth annual report 
that since the establishment of the fund 286 chil- 
dren have participated in its benetits in weekly 
sums ranging from 2s. to ls. each. With the sanc- 
tion of the Queen and the Prince of Wales, the 
nameof the fund has been changed to ‘* The 
Royal Provident Fund for Sea Fishermen,” and 
the committee have requested Mr. F. G. P. 
Neison to prepare a scheme, which they hope 
shortly to publish. Mr. E. J. Mather, the founder 
of the Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen, has under- 
taken to collect a sum of £50,000 towards the 
endowment of the fund. With this change of 
constitution the present system of purely charit- 
able grants will shortly cease, and the capital 
will be transferred to the new fund. The final 
grant to the orphans now on the books will be 
made on October 1 next, and it is the intention of 
the committee, in consideration of this fact, to 
slightly augment its amount. 

“ FAULTY RIVETING.”—Writing on July 11, 
the Melbourne correspondent of the Glasgow 
Herald says :—The Wray Castle, a new iron ship, 
which arrived at Melbourne last Friday with 
deadweight cargo of 2,878 tons of steel rails for 
the Victorian Government, has had an excep- 
tionally perilous voyage from Maryport, wid 
Holyhead. The passage lasted 104 days, and 
during the last six weeks of the voyage the ship 
has been kept afloat by almost constant pump- 
ing. During some stormy weather about the 
end of May the ship sprung a leak, causing great 
alarm on board. That was the first bad weather 
the ship had encountered. Search was made to 
discover the leak, which was found at the after 
part of the ship in the bottom. It was seen that 
the water came in where there had been some 
faulty riveting. Caulking with wick, tar, and 
other material was resorted to to stop the inflow, 
and it seemed asif one of the plates would fall 
bodily out into the sea, it was in so loose a state. 
Captain Brisco gives a very graphic account of 
the voyage, and no doubt will have a report to 
make to the owners the reverse of flattering con- 
cerning this new iron ship on her maiden voyage 
hither. The Wray Castle belongs to Messrs. 
James Chambers and Son, of Liverpool, and was 
built by Messrs. Richard Williamson and Sons. 
The vessel looks in every respect a splendid ship. 
At one time the water was coming in so eapicunls 
when the ship was close on the northern part of 
Australia that the captain deemed it advisable to 
run the vessel into Albany, the water coming in 
at the rate of threeinches an hoar. However, he 
managed to bring her on to Melbourne, though 
the pumps had to be kept going even after coming 





vo anchor. It was a narrow escape. 





PASSED EXAMINATIONS. 
Week ended August 17, 1839. 


Note.—Ex. C. denotes Extra Master; O. C., 
Ordinary Master ; 1 M., First Mate ; O. M., Only 
Mate; and 2 M., Second Mate. S.S. denotes 
Steam Ship Certificates. 


FOREIGN TRADE, 


Postlethwaite, Jno. Wm.1 M London 
Price, Francis Hy. OC London 
Neal, H. S. 2M London 
Jones, Wm. Jas. 2M London 
Collins, Perey J. 2M London 
Jackson, Geo. OC London 
McCracken, Jas. OC London 
Mais, Ernest 1M London 
Forrester, Harry 1M London 
Huey, Ross G. OC London 
Provo, Wm. 1M London 
Hencher, H. Thos. 1 Moss. London 
Lutter, John Oc Liverpool 
Entwistle, Robt. OC Liverpool 
Wood, Wm. E. OC Liverpool 
Morris, Geo. Hy. OC Liverpool 
Fry, Herbert S. 2M Liverpool 
Hendrick, Randal P. 2M Liverpool 
Sutherland, Jno. R. 2M Liverpool 
Anderson, Jas. P. 1M Liverpool 
Shaw, Arehd. 1M Liverpool 
Jones, Alfd. 1M Liverpool 
Beasley, Myddelton 1M Liverpool 
Jones-Evans, DavidS. 1M Liverpool 
Davies, Thos. 1M Liverpool 
Scatter, Wm. 1M Leith 
Taylor, Jas. L. 1M Leith 
Madigan, Thomas 2M Cardiff 
Rees, Robt. 2M Cardiff 
Owens, Cadwallader 2M Cardiff 
Edwards, Evan 2M Cardiff 
Morris, Chas. D. 2M ss. Cardiff 
Rymer, Chas. T. OC Cardiff 
Jenkins, Chas. Hy. 1M Cardiff 
Baillie, Wm. 2M Belfast 
Kenny, DI. L. 1M Belfast 
Jackson, Jas. OC Belfast 
Cook, Ernest 1 M ss. Hull 
Waters, Chas. Oc Hull 
Horncastle, R. D. OC Hull 
Morton, Wm. 1M Hull 

Tait, Robt. P. Ex C Glasgow 
Rait, Angus 2M Greenock 
Trotman, Fred. E. 1M Greenock 
Reilly, Jas. 1M Greenock 
MeArthur, Jno. 1M Greenock 
Laird, Wm. OC Greenock 
MeNeill, Duncan Oc Greenock 
Alexander, Jno. 2M Sunderland 
Rhodé, Harry 2M Sunderland 
Dockwray, Chas. Oc Sunderland 
Davies, Chas. 1M Sunderland 
Wigham, Robt. 1M Sunderland 
Brown, W. W. 1M Sunderland 


ENGINEERS. 
Note.—Ex. 1 denotes Extra First Class ; 1, First 
Class ; 3, Second Class. 


Examining 

Vame. Grade. Board. 
Saunders, Saml. H. 2 London 
Cooper, Thos. W. 2 London 
Rees, Wm. 1 London 
Dunn, W. M. 2 Liverpool 
Morgan, Josh. F. l Liverpool 
Clayton, Wm. 2 Leith 
Rae, Alexander 2 Leith 
Wesenhagen, Hy. G. 2 Leith 
Jamieson, Jas. 2 Leith 
Adam, Stephen 2 Leith 
Cribbes, Geo. 2 Leith 
Jack, Wm. 1 Leith 
Laing, Geo. ] Leith 
Wyatt, Thos. 2 Hall 
Pearson, Wm. W. 2 Hull 
Mein, Jas. Hy. 2 Hull 
tiley, Jno. S. 1 Hull 
MeGavin, Thos. 2 Dundee 
Gunn, David 1 Dundee 
Fleming, Wm. Robt. 1 Dundee 
Markwick, W. B. - 2 W. H’lpool 








THE Director of Navy Contracts has accepted 
the offer of Messrs George Cohen, Sons and Co., 
of Commercial-road, for the obsolete composite 
gun vessels lying at Devonport, including the 
Condor, Arab, Cygnet, Express, Mallard, Zephyr, 
and Coquette. 

From New York we learn that the seaman 
Peter Lynch, of the steamer ( har/es Morand, who 
has been arrested for the murder of Alexander 
Hertz, the mate of the same vessel, will be 
detained in custody pending the receipt of an 
extradition warrant from the British Govern- 
ment. 





a 


ee 





5 
¢ 
} 
: 
' 
i 





SEAFARING. 





August 24, 1889, 








NOTICES. 


SzaFaRING, published every Saturday, 
price one penny, will be sent to any part of 
the United Kingdom, post free, at the fol- 
lowing rates of subscription :— 





Twelve Months ............00.. 63. 6d. 
Six Months ..... scekuw aaa ches! SBSrous 
AEPOD TEONGAE cckccsiecieveccaxec ls. 8d. 


SEAFARING will be sent at the same rate, 
post free, to any of the countries comprised 
in the Postal Union. 

All subscriptions must be paid in ad- 
vance. 


SEAFARING may be obtained at any branch 
of the National Amalgamated Sailors’ and 
Firemen’s Union of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, at Messrs. W. H. Smith & Son’s Book- 
stalls, from a Newsagent, or at 150, Minories, 
London, E. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Correspondents should write on one side 
of the paper only anything meant for publi- 
cation, and address, not to 13, Whitefriars- 
street, but to 150, Minories, London, E. 

All communications should be addressed 
to ARCHIBALD Cowlz, SFAFARING Office, 150, 
Minories, London, E., to whom remittances 
must be made payable. (Post Office Orders 
at Minories, Lordon, E.) The Editor declines 
all responsibility for rejected manuscripts, 
although when stamps are enclosed he will 
endeavour to return such matter as he may 


be unable to use. 
SEAFARING MEN 
Should Join without Delay, 


ENTRANCE FEE IS BEING RAISED, 


THE 
NATIONAL AMALCAMATED SAILORS’ AND 
FIREMEN’S UNION 
Of Great Britain and Ireland. 











Among the chief objects of this powerful 

Union are :— 

To obtai : rerxsonable Hours of Duty, and 
maintain a tair rate of Wages ; 

To provile for the Safety of Ship’s Work ; 

To pro. ide a good Class of Men, who shall 

be on box'd at the appointed time, and in a 

sober condition, ready for work ; 

To provide assistance in case of Illness, 

Accident, and Shipwreck ; and 

To provide Legal Assistance for all Claims 
and Defences. 

Full particulars may be had of any of the 
Secretaries, whose names and addresses 
are :— 

ABERDEEN.—Jas, C. Thompson, 58, Ship-row. 

ARDROSSAN.—W. Galbraith, 50, Princes-street. 

Barrow-1n-Furness.—E. Clayton, 21, Hind- 
pool-road. 

Betrast.—R. Price, 56, Corporation-street. 

BrrkENHEAD. —Alexander Shepherd, 12, Taylor- 
street. 

Bryru.—Thos. Hall, Smith’s Buildings. 

Bo’ness.— R. Baxter (agent), Coffee House. 

Bristout.—J. Fitzpatrick, 48, Prince’s-street. 

Burnristanp. Jas. Moody, Lower Leven- 
street Hall. 

CarpirF.—John Gardner, Sailors’ Union Insti- 
tute, West Bute-street. 

Cork.—Michael Austia, 5, Alfred-street. 

Dusiun.—John Dench, 87, Marlboro’-street. 

Donpee.—H. McKendrick, Mariners’ Hall, 48, 
Candle-lane. 

Firretwoop.—J. Corrigan, Sailors’ and Fire- 
men’s Union, Warren-street. 

Giascow.—M. E. Darby, 18, James Watt-street. 

Gootz.—W. R. Chappell, 64, Alexandra-street. 

Grays.— J. Wildgoose, 5, Queen-street, 

GRAvVESEND.— Jf Gravesend, 





GREAT GRIMSBY and Humser District,—Wm. 
Young, 33a, Cleethorpe-road. 

Great YaRMouTH.—J. Jacques, George and 

Dr: gon Hotel, Gorleston. 

Greenock.—H. Donnelly, 16, East India Breast. 

GRANGEMOUTH.—Chas. C. Byrne Masonic Hall, 
Grange-street. 

Hou..—Jis. Hill, Unity Hall, Dagger-lane, 
Princcs-street. 

Krna’s Lynn.—Wm. Bennett, 14, South-street. 

Leira.—R. Smith, Trafalgar Halls, 54, Bernard- 
street. 

Liverroot (South End).— Wm. Nicholson, 
Malakoff Hall, Cleveland-square. 

Liverroot (North End).—G. Wilson, 116, 
Derby-road. 

Lonvon (Tidal Basin).—T. M. Walsh, opposite 
Shipping Office, Tidal Basin, E. 

Lonpon (Tower Hill).—R. Pleasance, 3, Mint 
Pavement. 

Lonpon (Green’s Home Branch). —T. H. Clark, 
9, Jeremiah-street, East India-road, E. 
LonponpERRY.—A. O’Her, 27, William-street. 

Maryport.—John Smith, 95, King-street. 

Montrose.—John Wood, 14, Wharf-street. 

Mripp.EsBro’.— George Cathey, Robinson’s 
Market Hotel, Market-place. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—John Mansell, 5, Broad 
Chare, Quay-side. 

Newrort (Mon. ).—John Phillips, 31, Ruperra- 
street. 

SeanamM Harsour.—Richard Raine, Duke of 
Wellington Hotel, Railway-street, South 

SHIELDS (South). — D. Clement, Seamen's 
National Union Hall, Coronation-street. 

SaieLps (North).—George Stewart, 8, New 
Quay. 

Sournampron.—J. Nash, Insurance Chambers, 
70, High-street. 

SUNDERLAND.—W. Lonsdale, Prospect-row, near 


Shipping Office. 

SwansEa.—R. Thomas, Colosseum Hotel, Wind- 
street. 

West Harrirroor. — J. Leary, Russell!s 
Buildings. 


WHITEHAVEN.—Peter King, 8, Strand-street. 

Worxineton, — Thomas Dobson, 20, Botney- 
street. 

WALLSEND. — Septimus Johnson, 17, Third- 
street, Palmer’s Buildings. 


ESTABLISHED 1856. 


SAMUEL & CO., 


140, BUTE ROAD, 
CARDIFE: 


Tailors, Outfitters, & Boot Makers, 


THE NOTED STORES FOR FAITR- 
TRADING. 


New and Second-hand Sextants, Quadrants, and 
Marine Glasses always in Stock. 


ADVANCE NOTES CASHED FOR Is. IN THE 
PO 


N.B.-—Special terms have been 
arranged for all Members of 
Seamen’s Union. 


J. BREGARTNER, 


THE BUTE DOCK CLOTHIER 
TAILOR & SHIRT MANUFACTURER, 


Suits Made to Order on the Shortest 
Notice. 


FIT & STYLE GUARANTEED. 
Note the Address :— 
182, BUTE ROAD, CARDIFF. 


Terms: Cash only, which enables J. B. to sell 
at the lowest price. 


af OTILOR. 
CORE BRANCH. 


Mr. M. AUSTIN is the Secretary for the 
above Branch, whose Office is at No. 5, 
ALFRED STREET (and not at 12, Merchants’ 
Quay, as heretofore), where all moneys are 
received, and communications should be 
addressed. hf 

Members will note that no business in 
eonnection with the Union is transacted at 
12, Merchants’ Quay. 

















Cie 


SEAFARING MEN 
VISITING NEWCASTLE, 


AND WANTING LODGINGS AND COOD ATTENDANCE, 
SHOULD VISIT 
JOSEPH MASEEBYW’sS 
UNION BOARDING HOUSE, 
WHERE BOARDERS CAN PUT UP BY DAY OR WEEK. 


GOOD PLAIN COOKING, COMFORTABLE BEDS, 
AND MODERATE PRICES, 


Five minutes’ walk from Quay ; two minutes from 
Shipping Office. 





No. 5, CARLIOL STREET, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


DAVID JONES & CO, 
The largest Cake Makers in Wales, 


Westminster Stores, Cardiff. 


IMPORTERS OF 
INDIAN, CHINA, AND CEYLON TEAS. 














English, lrish & American 
PROVISION MERCHANTS 
AND 


Fresh Meat Salesmen, &c. 


THE GOOLE 
SEAMEN’S UNION 


SUPPLY STORES. 


The Members of the Goole Branch have 
decided to open the above on Tuesday, Sept. 3rd. 

The Stores will supply customers (shareholders 
and non-shareholders) with Provisions of the 
very best quality and at the lowest possible 
Store prices. 

Arrangements have been made with the lead- 
ing Tradesmen of the Town to supply Meat, 
Clothing, Coals, Boots, &c., at Store Prices. 

The Share Capital is £2,000, in £1 shares, of 
which it is proposed to call up only £1,000; 
10s. payable on application, the balance by calls 
of 2s, 6d., of which not less than two months’ 
notice will be given. 

It is confidently expected that with the Co- 
operation of the Masters, Mates, Engineers and 
Sailors of the Port that considerable benefit 
will accrue not only to the Shareholder, but also 
to the Customer. 

For forms of application and further par- 
ticulars, apply to 

W. R. CHAPPELL, Secy. pro. tem. 

Union Offices, Alexandra Street. 








N.B.—The above Stores will be opened on 
Tuesday, September 3rd, 


When there will baa 
Tea & Grand Concert, 


To celebrate the occasion. 


Norwegian Patented Fog Horns, 


As used on board the New York Pilot Cutters, 
And on board the Scandinavian War Ships. 
FOR SALE AT 
J. MATHIESEN’s, 
SHIP CHANDLER, 

31, SANDPORT STREET, LEITH. 


SOLE AGENT FOR FIRTH-OF-FORTH. 











‘“OHN FREDERICK CAVENDISH WEB- 
ey STER, apprentice, ship St. Margaret, of 
Glasgow, which arrived at Adelaide, June 6th. 
Information of this youth will be thankfully 
received by his father, Mr. Webster, 10, South- 
wark Bridge-road, London, S. E. 
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ROYAL ALBERT MUSIC HALL, 


VICTORIA DOCK ROAD 
(Opposite Canning Town Railway Station). 
Mr. C. Retr. 


A GRAND ENTERTAINMENT 


IN AID OF THE 
Banner Fund of the Tidal Branch of the National 
Amalgamated Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union, 
WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE ABOVE HALL, 
On TUESDAY, August 27th, 


Under the Distinguished Patronage of the Aldermen, 
Councillors and other influential Gentlemen of Nouth- 
West Ham. 


Proprietor 





When the following Talented Artistes have kindly 
offered their Services, in addition to the Powerful 
Company already engaged. For Tu1s Nicut ONty. 


Patrick Rafferty (The Irish Comforter) ; Hugh 
Boyle (Irish Comedian); Howell Jones (Vocal 
Comedian); Will Hebden (Star Comedian and 
Swiss Warbler); Walter Bell (Song and Dance 
Artiste); W. Pendergast (Vocal Comedian) ; 
Como Tarro (The Man Monkey) ; J. Shippey 
(Song and Dance Artiste); J. W. Webb (Character 
Comedian and Clog Dancer). 


First Appearance at this Hall of The Grotesque 
Gladiators (With their Wonderful ‘‘ Blunderur ” 
Donkey, Grand Feats in the Arena); Return of the 
Favourite American Duettists and Dancers The 
Leonards (Beb and Jennie); First Appearance at 
this Hall of Arthur Leonard (Character Comic 
Vocalist); Marie Le Blanc (In New Songs and 
Splendid Wardrobes) ; Michael Nolan (Of the ‘‘Annie 
Rooney” Fame); Sisters Gower (Duettists and 
Dancers); Emma Wilson (Serio and Dancer); The 
Leggetts (Comic Sketch Artistes); Munro and Barry 
(Song and Dance Artistes); Fred May (Comic 
Vocalist). 


Prices as usual, excepting Reserved and Numbered 
Seats, ls. 6d. 


Early Doors to all parts of the House 2d. extra. 
Come early to secure your seats. 


Reliable Clothing. Reliable Clothing. 


JOTHAM & SONS, 


26K 29, 8t. MARY VF., 
CARDIFF, 

Are Manufacturers of 
“RELIABLE” CLOTHING 
At the lowest possible cost to purchaser. 
The Largest Stock in the Principality. 


THE Most CoMMODIOUS PREMISES IN SouTH 
WALES AND THE WEST OF ENGLAND. 


All Serge and Dungaree Goods manufactured by 
the Firm’s own workmen. 


JOTHAM & SONS, 
BESPOKE TAILORS, HATTERS, HOSIERS, 
AND GENERAL OUTFITTERS, 


26 & 27, St. Mary Street, Cardiff. 
ESTABLISHED 1838 (51 years). 


MASTERS & CO., 


HE 
CARDIFF, SWANSEA, AND 
NEWPORT CLOTHIERS. 


Seafaring men will do well to buy their clothing at 

Masters & Co., who believe in fair Ccaling, one fixed 

price and no abatement ; also, being the largest buyers 

of Clothing in the Principality, can sell cheaper than 
smaller buyers. 


MASTERS AND CO,, 
29 & 30, ST. MARY STREET, 
292, BUTE STREET, CARDIFF. 


MASTERS AND CO., 


18 & 19, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA. 


MASTERS AND CO,, 


39 & 40, HIGH STREET, NEWPORT. 











R. WHITE, 


WEODLHSA DE 


CABINET 


AND 


BEDDING 


MANUFACTURER, 
70, 72,&74, Rathbone Street, 





Hlouses Furnished from 10 
to 100 Guineas. 
KS ALL GOODS WARRANTED. 


SPECIALITIES IN 


SEAMEN’S BEDDING. 
PURE WOOL BEDS, 
4/6, 5/6, 6/6, 7/6 each. 
BUSH RUGS & COLOURED BLANKETS 


sent free to any part of the Kingdom on receipt of 
P.O. Order. Prices, 3/9, 4/9, 5/9, 6/9. 


FHATHER BED, 


BOLSTER AND TWO PILLOWS, 


In Linen Tick, 56lb., warranted good and free from 
dust, sent carriage free on receipt of Post Office 
Order for 


2 AOs. 


Rk. W ELT, 
70, 72,&74,RathboneStreet, 
CANNING TOWN, LONDON, E. 


Seataring. 
THE ORGAN OF THE SEAFARING 











CLASS. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 24, 1889. 

A supsect of deep interest to seamen 

will, it is announced, be discussed at the 

annual meeting of the Associated Chambers 

of Commerce, to be held at Hull on Septem- 

ber 17, 18, and 19 next. The question pro- 
posed for discussion is :— 








That in the opinion of this association, it is 
desirable that full inquiry should be made as to 
the best means of providing an adequate supply of 
eflicient and well-trained seamen for the services 
of the mercantile marine and Royal Navy, and 
that memorials te presented to the President of 
the Board of Trade and the First Lord of the 
Admiralty praying that such inquiry be held, 
That seamen require any training at all was 
stoutly denied by shipowners and their friends 
at Liverpool during the recent strike. One 
of their newspapers even declared that 
charwomen were quite competent to do the 
work of seamen on first-class Atlantic liners, 
as it chiefly consisted of cleaning brass and 
washing paint work, and “ doing a little 
steering.” Perhaps the sea-sick and incom- 
petent crews, with which so many liners 
left port during the strike, were largely com- 
posed of women, probably of the ‘“ unfortu- 
nate” class, as respectable charwomen 
would not have been so unjust to the wives 
and families of seafaring men. Be that 


as it may, it must be a blow to their 
journalistic toadies to find that even the 
capitalistsadmit thatseamen shouldbe trained. 
The information which we possess on the sub- 
ject of the proposed discussionisnothing more 
than we have stated,and it may mean two 
things. 


It may mean that the shipowners 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 





want to go in for continuous discharges and 
for the branding of each man logged for 
desertion as a deserter, or it may mean that 
they really see the peril to the whole 
shippingindustry and,therefore, to the whole 
community involved in the employment as 
seamenofincompetentmen. Inthe latterevent 
—and assuming that they really care to have 
competent men, which is a ge: erous assump- 
tion onour part when we know thatshipowners 
carry on their business for profit, and under 
the existing law it may be, and often is, 
more profitable to lose a ship than not—they 
will have the whole seafaring community at 
their back, and that is of vast importance to 
them. No doubt, the shipowning fraternity 
is socially and politically strong. It has many 
representatives in Parliament and the Press 
and it has the power of the purse too. In 
these days, the power of th» purse is very 
much what the control of legions of armed 
men was in former days. But there is a 
power stronger than purse, Parliament, 
or Press, and that power ‘is the heart 


and the conscience of the people of 
thcse Islands. In spite of Parliament, 
Press, Pulpit, and the melancholy 


condition of latter-day literature—and litera- 
ture ought to be one of the most healthy and 
potent forces—the people are sound in con- 
science and heart, which says much for the 
people, considering the false ideals set 
before them, and the poison with which they 
are dosed by so many teachers. And the 
people, being sound in the main, will not 
tolerate frauds very long. Moreover, justice 
is the watchword emblazoned on theirbanners, 
and justice will and must be done As it is 
only justice that seafaring men ask,the people 
will take their part—are, indeed, taking it. 
Perhaps some capitalists see this, and wish 
to flee from the wrath to come in this world, 
although they fancy they can insure them- 
selves against the wrath to come in the next 
by donations to public subscriptions. Be 
that as it may, the truth cannot be over- 
thrown,and the truth is that it is all nonsense 
to pretend that an inexperienced man can 
do the work of a seaman aboard ship. When 
one of our staff first went to sea as part of 
a crew, he could make any knot or splice in 
use 25 years ago, and knew the purpose, 
name, and _ locality of every spar, 
sail, and rope aboard a ship, and could steer 
and heave the lead, having learned all these 
things in coasters and from experienced men. 
Yet it took him years of actual service 
aboard full-rigged ships before he considered 
himself a competent able seaman, and after 
severat more years at sea, he still felt he had 
much seamanship to learn. And yet before 
going to sea he enjoyed an amount of preli- 
minary learning that few mea do enjoy. 
Most of us who have been at sea have met 
men who have served for six, seven, and even 
nine years and yet could hardly do the work 
of A.B.’s. The fact is that the seaman, like 
the poet, is born as well as made. Some 
men you cannot make sailors of at all. 
Other men aresoon competent, but the more 
competent they are, the more they generally 
feel that they have still much to learn. 
“ Knowledge is proud that she has learnt so 
much, Wisdom is humble that she knows no 
more.” Of course, no one can learn to be a 
sailor in a steamer, and a sailor ina steamer 
need not know so much as a sailor in 
a sailing ship. But to pretend that 
any landsman can do the work of 
a sailor even aboard a steamer, is an outrage 
on common sense and an insult to a noble 
profession. Let us hope that the Chambers 
of Commerce will recognise this,and admit a 
few practical seamen to their discussion, in 
which case much good may come of it. 
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NAUTICAL NEWS. 


THE construction of a new port at Yokohama is 
decided upon. 

Ir is announced from Malta that H.M.S. 
Sultan was successfully tloated last Tuesday. 

Ir has been decided to carry out a complete 
system of electric lighting at Penarth Dock. 

Mr. ALFRED HoLt, shipowner and engineer, 
has been elected to the chairmanship of the 
Mersey Docks and Harbour Board. 

THE Lords’ Amendments to the Merchant Ship- 
ping Acts Amendment Bill have been considered 

y the House of Commons and agreed to. 

A DUNDEE shipping company has placed an 
order for a 4,000 ton steel steamer with a Tyne- 
side firm of shipbuilders. 

THE steamer Simoon, belonging to the Bedouin 
Steam Navigation Company, Liverpool, has been 
sold for close on £18,000, and is to be employed 
in the African trade. 

A RIVER running parallel with and to the west 
of the Congce has been discovered—the Lomami 
by name—which is easily navigable and with a 
gvod depth. 

ADVICES from San Domingo City state that 
the current in Ozane river has somewhat 
diminished, and that one or two vessels have 
entered. 

WHILE she was at Spithead the Jmmortalité, 
one of the ships at Queenstown engaged in thie 
mancenvres, lost a torpedo, and a reward of £5 for 
its recovery has been offered. 

THE London and Glasgow Engineering and 
Shipbuilding Co., Govan, has secured the con- 
tract for three sets of engines and boilers, besides 
the hulls, of three cruisers of the Apollo class. 

Tas ship Zilkhurst sailed from Dundee on 
Saturday in ballast for New York, at which port 
she is tu load oils for Bombay. It appears that 
freights between New York and India are very 
good at present. 

A COMMUNICATION has been received by the 
Foreign Otlice to the effect that the dues hitherto 
levied on small craft plying in the waters of 
the Gulf of Livingstone (Gaatemala) have been 
abolished. 

AN inquiry at the Poplar Town Hall respecting 
tie death of John Wearey,aged 29 years, formerly 
chief mate of the barque Parthenia, who was 
round in the water of the West India Dock, has 
resulted in a verdict of found drowned. 

AMERICAN despatches, received at Queenstown 
the other evening, give particulars of a dreadful 
explosion on board the pleasure steam yacht Cedar 
Ridge, 15 tons, at Butialo, on the 7th inst., and 
te loss of four lives. 

In consequence of the existence of small-pox at 
Mauritius all vessels arriving thence at Hobart 
will be detained for medical inspection, and must 
ot communicate with the shore until pratique 
his been granted. 

THE steamer Aguila, built for Messrs. 
Lavarello, of (enoa, attained on her trial trip a 
speed of over 17 knots, wnich will enable her to 
beat the record between Genoa and the River 
Piate. 

AT noon on Sunday the Zaura, steam yacht, of 
London, picked up a man on a boat bottom up 
between the Shambles and Portland, and landed 
him in the roads. The name of the man is not 
8 ated. 

TELEGRAMS from Ottawa report that the num- 
ber of licences granted to American fishermen 
this year under the modus vivendi is double that 
recorded last year, this fact indicating that a 
better fishery season is expected. 

THE British Board of Trade has awarded an 
epergne to Captain Danielsen, of the Hamburg 
steamer Scfos, in recognition of his kindness to 
the shipwrecked crew and passengers of the 
British steamer Cotopari, which stranded on April 
15 off the coast of South America. ‘ 

CAPTAIN LUNDGUIST, of the Finland, reports 
having spoken a small boat, Nickelodeon, in lat. 
43 N, long. 61. 23 W. Tie Nickelodeon was 14it. 
long, 5ft. wide, drawing 5in., manned by one 
man, and bound for Queenstown. A letter was 
handed to Captain Lundgiuist to be posted on 
arrival in England. 

PRESIDENT HARRISON has assured the citizens 
of Bath, Maine, of his deep interest in the ship- 
building industry, and said he would do every- 
thing in his power to promote the reconstruction 
of the American merchant marine, in order to 
restore the great carrying trade which America 
once possesse’ in every sea. . 

WHEN the Union Company’s steamer Nubian, 
which has arrived at Southampton, left St. 
Helena, on the 28th ult., the British barque 
Lindores Abbey was at anchor there, off James- 
town, her crew having, it was reported, mutinied 
at sea and being in prison awaiting their trial. 
The captain, it is alleged, was severely ill-used by 
the mutineers. 





THE Hamburg-American Company’s steamer 
Augusta Victoria, which is a sister ship to the 
Columbia, left Southampton at 5 p.m. on the 9th 
inst., and arrived at New York at 5 a.m. on 
Friday. This passage of six days 17 hours from 
Southampton is equivalent to six days one 
hour from Queenstown, and is within one hour 
and a few minutes of the fastest record made. 

The new White Star steamer TZeutonic has 
made the passage to New York in six days, 14 
hours, and 20 minutes, being the quickest maiden 
passage from (Queenstown to New York on 
record, During the voyage she experienced 
strong head winds and seas with some fog, and 
her days’ runs were as follows :—394, 404, 430, 
431, 440, 454, 227. 

THE last stage has been reached in the erection 
of the Forth Bridge, namely, the girders connect- 
ing the cantilevers on the north and south sides 
of the Forth, These are now being built out in 
sections on the south side of the structure. The 
contractors expect to have the bridge itself 
practically finished by October, although the rail- 
way connections will not be ready till two months 
later. 

STEAMERS which have arrived at Granton from 
Baltic ports during the past few days report 
having encountered severe weather in crossing 
the North Sea, a strong westerly gale and high 
sea having prevailed. It is now customary, 
during the summer months, for both steamers and 
sailing vessels in the timber trade to carry large 
deck loads. The gale of last week in the North 
Sea entailed the loss of considerable portions of 
deck cargo. 


THE directors of the Barry Dock and Railways 
Company have decided to construct a bank from 
the entrance of the dock to Sully breakwater. 
This, it is said, will entirely eut off the eurrent 
which has interfered hitherto with the entrance 
of ships to the dock. When once this bank is 
made, and the part of the western breakwater 
nearest the shore filled up, it will be almost im- 
possible, we are told, to find any difficulty in 
entering the dock. 

ON Saturday the Norwegian Government pre- 
sented, through their consul at Kirkwall, a silver 
medal to Captain R. Robertson of the ss. Zxpress 
of Kirkwall, and £2 10s. to each of the crew, en- 
gineers, and firemen, for taking off the crew of 
the barque Velox, of Drammen, which was dis- 
masted and drifting from her anchors in Osmond- 
wall Bay, Walls, Orkney, during a severe gale 
from the westward and heavy sea in the month of 
November last. 

ACCORDING to a tradition handed down for 
several generations, a large English vessel, with 
a very valuable cargo, was stranded at Weichsel- 
munde 150 years ago, and became sunk in the 
sands. Forty years ago a ship captain undertook 
to find out the place where the wreck was sunk, 
but his efforts were unsuccessful. The Danziger 
Courant now states that in the course of borings 
made to obtain amber by the firm D. Alter, 
Dantzic, the place of the wreck is supposed to 
have been discovered and the wreck itself bored. 

TuE Board of Trade have received, through the 
Consul-General for Sweden and Norway, a silver 
medal of the second class and two silver medals 
of the third class, which have been respectively 
awarded by the Norwegian Government to E. 
Fenner, master, George enner, mate, and Good- 
win Stephenson, seaman, of the fishing smack 
Faun, of Grimsby, in recognition of their services 
in rescuing the shipwrecked crew of the brig Juno, 
of Christiania, abandoned in the North Sea in 
February last. 

NEw Yor« naval designers seem to be quarrel- 
ling over the plans for the battle-ship Zevas, pur- 
chased from the Barrow Steamship Company. It 
is strongly asserted by Chief Constructor Wilson 
that the vessel will never floatif the English plans 
are adhered to. He points to the fact that the 
British designers acknowledged that the original 
calculations were faulty, and amended them to 
give greater displacement. Constructor Bowles, 
on the contrary, insists that if the ship is built 
under the amended Barrow designs it will besufti- 
ciently buoyant. As the Zevas is to cost nearly 
3,000,000dol. the Navy Depot is puzzled. 

SuRVEYS have been made by the surveyors for 
the Bute Docks Company, Cardiff, for the con- 
struction of a new pontoon and pier for the use 
of passenger steamers only. The landing-stage 
will, 1b is said, be to the south of the present 
pontoon, and the gateway will be denigud up to 
it so as to enable vessels to leave at a later state 
of the tide than they do now. It is also stated to 
be Lord Bute’s intention to proceed with the 
cutting off of the end of the low-water pier, and 
turning it eastward so as to improve the entrance 
to the gateway, especially for vessels coming from 
ports higher up the channel. 

New YORK advices state that President Ridg- 





way, of the Emigration Board, gave the result of 
the investigation into the complaint of the 
steerage _—— on the National line steam- 
ship England. Mr. Ridgway says that the com- 
plain’ as to the inferior quality of food furnished 
and as to overcrowding and improper berthing 
was not sustained. But the Commissioners find 
that Dr. Ward was ‘“‘ negligent in his treatment 
of Mrs. O’Donnell’s child ” ; and in failing to pro- 
perly attend the infant, and see that it was viven 
nourishing food, the ‘‘Commissioners believe him 
censurable therefore.” They also censured the 
company for failing to have a stewardess aboard 
the vessel, and say that the services of one are in- 
dispensable. 


THE ports of Bona and Matadi, up the Congo, 
to which vessels from Liverpool ply direct, are 
becoming the chief ports from which produce is 
being ee. and the facilities at these places 
are gradually drawing the ivory trade from 
Zanzibar. On the higher reaches of theCongo, Tippoo 
Tib, who up to quite recently has been held up to 
execration as a slave hunter, is now the principal 
means of diverting the ivory which hitherto, 
carried by slaves, was taken to Zanzibar and 
other ports on the east coast. The King of the 
little Belgian State has now his officials at the 
very spot where the Arabs collect tiie ivory. In- 
stead of making raids on villages and_ killing 
hundreds of natives to obtain slaves to carry the 
ivory to the east coast, the Arabs can now sell it 
to the Congo Free State at Stanley Falls, where 
a regular ivory market at present exists. The 
Arabs not requiring carriers have no need of 
slaves except for domestic purposes, and the 
heinous trattic is gradually dying out. 

A SYNDICATE has recently been formed in 
Sydney for the purpose of searching for the wreck 
of the ship Madagascar, a vessel which old colonial 
hands will remember as having started from Mel- 
bourne for England in 1855, with alarge quantity of 
bullion aboard. The Madagascar was never heard of 
after she cleared Port Philip Heads, 36 years ago, 
and there have been many tales of her end from 
time to time. One story was that her passengers 
were dropped on one of the South Sea Islands, 
and that the captain and crew then ‘‘ cleared for 
Guam,” but there has never been any tangible 
evidence to back up this theory. The speculators 
who are now going to search for the long-lost 
bullion appear to think they have hit upon the 
right track at last, and they left Sydney in June 
for New Zealand to carry out their scheme. It 
seems that an old wreck was discovered on the 
New Zealand coast not long ago, and no doubt 
the syndicate has been formed _ some ‘‘ infor- 
mation received ” in regard to the identity of the 
wreck. 

ADVENTURES OF A Crew.—The American line 
steamer British Princess arrived in the Mersey 
from Philadelphia last Tuesday, having on board 
five of the crew of the steamship Lsidale, of 
London. ‘The latter, a vessel of 1,135 tons regis- 
ter, left Liverpool in February last for Pernam- 
buco, vii Newport, with coals. She was in com- 
mand of Captain Forbes. The voyage out was a 
prosperous one, and at Pernambuco the ship was 
discharged. She then proceeded to Porto Rico 
for sugar from Philadelphia, and having taken 
in apart cargo at Humachow, one of 
the ports in the island, proceeded coast- 
wise with a Government pilot on board 
to another port called Yerbacoa. The latter 
place was reached on the 2nd April, but a 
strong wind was blowing, and the vessel being 
light in the water, her propeller had not sufficient 
force to enable her to steer the proper course. 
The consequence was that she was driven by the 
heavy seas on to the rocks outside the harbour 
and remained fast there, the seas breaking over 
her. The crew resolved to stand by the ship, and 
they remained on her for three months and ten 
days. A powerful steamtug was eventually 
obtained from Norfolk, Virginia, but the rocks 
had penetrated through the ship’s plating, and it 
was found —— to save her. ‘The 
crew pumped her out, for the injuries were 
below her ballast tanks, but beyond this 
it was impossible to do anything. In 
standing by the vessel the men_ were, 
it seems, in momentary danger of their lives. The 
Eskdalelay within 100 feet of a rocky coast, which 
could only be reached by means of a life-saving 
apparatus attached to a line from the ship’s bow 
to the shore, and by the same means, unless the 
weather was fine, the crew had to get in the pro- 
visions which they procured from the town, some 
miles away. It was only after repeated attempts 
tosave her that the ship wasat length abandoned. 
The men who arrived at Liverpool in the British 
Princess were the second mate Harwood, the 
second engineer Brannigan, James Murphy, fire- 
ec and Thomas Gardner and Walter Herd, 

.B.’s. 
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THE SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN’S 
UNION. 


LONDON BRANCHES. 


Mr. Walsh has been up to his eyes in work 
during the last few days taking part in the meet- 
ings and processions of the dock labourers on 
strike, and rendering them all the help he possibly 
can. The sailors and firemen most heartily 
sympathise with the dock men, and a meeting of 
the committees of all the London branches of 
the Sailors and Firemen’s Union was held on Mon- 
day evening to consider the action to be taken 
with regard to the strike, Mr. Wilson, of the 
Green’s Home Branch, presiding. It was moved and 
earried unanimously that no Union men should 
work cargo,and donkeymen ‘should not keep up or 
get upsteam for workingeargofor such blncl ines as 
might attempt to take the place of the men on 
strike. The question of whether sailors and lire- 
men should come out was alsodiseussed, and it was 
agreed to inform them that if they came out on 
strike they would dosoon their own responsibility. 
Next morning (Tuesday), the sailors and firemen 
employed in ships in the Albert and Victoria 
Docks came out on strike, not for an advance of 
their own wages, but to prove their sympathy 
with dock labourers. On Wednesday the sailors 
and firemen on ships in the East and West India 
Docks also came out on strike, and by Thursday 
their example had been followed by those engaged 
on ships at the rest of the docks in London, the 
result being that the trade of the port is 

varalysed. Every day this week there have been 
arge, orderly processions from the docks to the 
City and public opinion is strongly on the side of 
the men. 


Ata meeting of Tower Hill branch August 20th, 
after the minutes of the last meeting had been 
moved and adopted (Mr. Evansin the chair), the 
enrolling of a new member took place. The 
secretary then explained the minutes of the 
special committee which was held on 
August 20. The decision arrived at with regard 
to the wages question met with the hearty ap- 
proval of all members present.—It was then pro- 
posed by West, and seconded by Hart, that as the 
dock labourers were out on strike that the mem- 
bers of this branch should give them their support 
and assist them by every means in their power. 
—The motion was put and carried unanimously. 
The meeting then adjourned. 


SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH. 


A meeting was held on Tuesday evening, 
August 20, at 80, High-street Chambers, where 
the offices of the fraternity are now located. Mr. 
William Sprague presided, supported by Mr. C. 
E. Tizand (vice-chairman). Mr. Arnold (trea- 
surer), Messrs. Chappell, Pearson, Dawkins 
(members of committee), and about 40 members 
of the branch were present. The Chairman 
directed the secretary to read the report of pro- 
ceedings at Sunderland, August 7 and 8. This 
was read, and a long discussion ensued upon 
the various topics under consideration. Mr. 
Sprague delivered a long, animated speech 
upon the advantages accruing to the fra- 
ternity through the working of the Union, 
and requested the members present to chose 
their delegate to proceed to Cardiff next 
October. This they declined to do until a larger 
number of members were present. It was ulti- 
mately decided to make the selection at our next 
meeting on August 27, The necessity of obtain- 
inga flag distinguishing the building as the Union 
oflices was discussed at length, and Mr. Arnold, 
as signalman at the Yacht Club,was requested to 
make arrangements to purchase a flag for the 
purpose.—Mr. Nash suggested, as a compliment 
to Captain Dixon and the Union Company, that 
the flag should be designed as nearly like the 
Union Company’s flag as possible, with two clasped 
hands in centre. — The Chairman then 
opened out the subject of — increased 
wages granted to Union men by — Cap- 
tain Dixon, Superintendent of the Union 
Steamship Company, and very hearty expres- 
sions of admiration tor Captain Dixon’s kindness 
and generosity were avowed.—Mr. Sprague spoke 
at great length on the subject, expressing strong 
dissatisfaction with the conduct of those in 
authority in the Royal West India Mail Com- 
pany presenting such a sad contrast to 
the genial way in which others had met 
their requests. It was announced that steps 
were being taken by an influential citizen to re- 
open the question of an advance of pay to the 
employés of the R.W.I.M.P. Company, and a 
very cleverly worded letter from a ‘*Seaman” 
to Mr. Lumby, containing some very elaborate 





calculations adroitly arranged, and _ statistics 
admirably manipulated, was read by the 
chairman. A long discussion then ensued on 
the subject of injustices practised by the Board 
Trade Officials towards seamen, and the secretary 
was directed to write to Mr. T. Watson Brown on 
the subject. An unanimous vote of hearty thanks 
to Messrs. Tizand, Sprague, Arnold, Lowe, 
Shears, and others who had helped to carry out 
successiully the onerous and responsible duties 
of the various committees of management upon 
the occasion of the Netley te was then accorded 
to those gentlemen, and the meeting closed at 
10.50 p.m. 


Writing on August 22nd, Mr. Nash tells us 
that the Royal West India Mail Company have 
increased their men’s wages by 10s. 


SUNDERLAND BRANCH. 


This branch held their meeting August 19, 
when there was a@ good attendance of members. 
The secretary reported 30 new members enrolled 
for the week,and the wages were standing good at 
this port. [tis the intention of this branch to 
take part in the coming demonstration and pub- 
lic meeting to be held on the 31st prox., to bring 
before the public the many evils of the sweating 
system, and the branch pledged itself to support 
the Trades Council both financially and mate- 
rially, and every member was asked not to buy 
any goods of Mr. Hill, the outtitter at Sunder- 
land, as he is a man that is opposed to seamen 
and their rights, and trades unionism. The 
secretary brought before the members the neces- 
sity of buying and instructing their friends to 
buy a copy of SEAFARING every week, for the 


better circulation the paper had the better it was | 


for the Unien. He also said that he was pleased 
to see a serial tale commenced in the paper, for 
he thought that it would tend towards the sale of 
the paper. A member asked why the coupons 
were not issued now. The secretary explained 
that there were some fresh arrangements pending, 
which he believed were not yet completed,and as 
soon as they were completed he had no doubt but 
what they would be issued again. 


BRISTOL BRANCG. 


At the weekly meeting of this branch the fol- 
lowing resolution was carried: ‘‘ That this meet- 
ing unanimously agree that Mr. Gardener do 
represent the Bristol Channel district, 
N.A.S., and l'.U., at the forthcoming Trades 
Congress.”—The chairman, Bro. Yeates, in his 
reply to the discussion which had arisen, anent 
Mr. Gardener’s nomination to this important 
duty, said that the general secretary, with the 
tact and good sense which characterises all his 
actions, had anticipated the feelings of members 
in the district when he said he hoped 
Mr. Gardener would be elected as_ their 
delegate to the$ working man’s Parliament—a 
tried and trained trades unionist and a man 
who had long proven himself of sterling metal ; 
not only had he the confidence of the seamen and 
firemen of the district, but as an experienced 
organiser of labour himself, outside his present 
constituents, his presence would carry inealeu- 
lable intluence. Happy, indeed, was the district 
represented by so able an advocate, and it was a 
hopeful augury of their success that they had 
secured the services of such a man. It was then 
moved by Bro. Wood,and seconded by Bro. Slade, 
that Mr. Cross, of 24, Clare-street, be recom- 
mended to Mr. Watson Brown for the ap- 
pointment of solicitor to the branch, which 
was carried without dissent. The secretary then 
called attention to the fact that Bristol oceupied 
a most unenviable position as being the most 
recreant of the branches in the matter of paying 
up their dues, one would think that asa mere 
consideration of gratitude there would be no hesi- 
tation on the part of members to conform to this 
duty. The fact of the matter was it was like 
getting blood out of a stone. They were now en- 
joying an extra 15s. per month insteam, and £1 
in sail, advantages for them secured solely by the 
Union. What was the response to these substan- 
tial gains? Nothing better, he was sorry to say, 
than that with which he was met with every day . 
“Tam b——d if lL am going to pay any more into 
it, wages are up now, and they can’tget foreigners 
from Cardiff to go under wages in Bristol vessels ; 
d——n the Union, our corner is all right.” 
He would ask men influenced by such principles 
to pause awhile and reflect upon their posi- 
tion. This Union was a powerful organisation 
with a variety of resources at its command. It 
had proven its ability to raise wages in thejface of 
mighty corporations. It would be asmall matter 
for it to reduce wages ; but rest assured that was 
the penalty Bristol would have to pay if they 
proved themselves of so ignoble a mould. There 
was now due to the branch upwards of £150 un 








paid contributions, and it was simply disgraceful 
to them. How different the men of other 
branches visiting the port. Their first inquiry 
was, Where is the Union office? Their next, How 
much do Lowe Mr.Secretary? Tie amount was told 
them and the money was forthcoming. The secre- 
tary having warned members thatif this order of 
things continued,the Union would surely adopt a 
policy of reprisals, for it was not part of the duty 
of the Union to get £1 per month extra wages for 
men who were swayed by notions so paltry and 
mean as not to contribute Is. Sd. for the object 


| attained. It was a painful reflection upon Bristol 


Union seamen that they should come home time 
after time and neglect to pay up their dues to the 
society ; goaway to sea again with unsettled 
accounts and leave their poor wives to pay up their 
contributions out of the seanty allowances of their 
allotments, for let it be recorded, these poor women 
had the keenest knowledge possible of the ad- 
vantages gained for themselves and families by 
the Union, and to maintain them were willing on 
all occasions to make sacrifices. It was but a just 
tribute to the wives to say that they were far 
better Unionists than their husbands. But what 
about the chivalry of men who would spend their 
money in public-houses and leave the matter of 
cnupiinal to be worked out by their poor 
patient, long-suffering and self-sacrificing help- 
mates ? 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE BRANCH. 

Ageneral meeting was held at Lockhart’sAugust 
19, when we had a good muster, and Mr. G. Jack- 
son presided. The minutes of the previous meet- 
ing having been adopted, correspondence was 
read, and on one lettcr from Mr. Wilson regard- 
ing the féte to be held in some prominent part 
on the north-east coast, the members of this 
branch expressed themselves as greatly in favour 
of such a féte being held, but say that it must be 
held at some holiday time, and would strongly 
advise the promoters of such féte to wait for holi- 
days next year, and advertiseit in all papers for 
one month at least previous. The Secretary, Mr. 
Mansell, and the Chairman addressed the mem- 
bers, and a vote of thanks concluded the 
meeting. A special meeting was held—Mr. 
Maskey in the chair—on August 20 at the office of 
sub-committee appointed to consider and draw 
up scales of provisions and wages to be submitted 
to the central office for the consideration of the 
delegates at the annual conference. Two scales 
of provisions drawn up by members of the sub- 
committee were submitted to the meeting. The 
doctor of this branch, Alderman Newton, then 
came into the meeting and he suggested several 
things which had not been thought of, one in 
particular, water, which he said should be 
filtered before the sailors and firemen had to use 
it. He had known of several cases of dysentry, 
scurvy, &e., that had occurred through bad 
water, and he hoped the men themselves would 
see to this. A motion was passed to the effect 
that the secretary, Mr. Mansell, be empowered to 
draw up ascale and submit it to branch meet- 
ing on Friday. ‘The wages question was not gone 
into. 

MONTROSE AND ARBROATH 
BRANCHES. 


The weekly meeting of this branch was held in 
Montrose on Monday night, when there was a 
large attendance of members present, and the 
usual business was gone through. The minutes 
of the special general meeting held in Sunderland 
on August 7 and 8, were read by the secretary, 
and it was unanimously agreed that this meeting 
approve of the action of the Executive Com- 
mittee and our geueral secretary in the able way 
they have earried on the business of the Union. 
Then it was moved and seconded and carried that 
we give our general secretary a hearty vote of 
thanks, and that our secretary put it in his 
minute book, for the able manner that he has 
wrought for the cause of the Union. There is 
nothing doing here this week. There will be one 
large ship will sign about the end of next week, 
which will carry about 22 A.B.’s, for which we 
are going to hold out for £3 10s. 6d. a month. It 
was stated in the Nantical News of SEa- 
FARING (July 20) that a large ship signed here 
for £3 5s. It was not the case, for they signed in 
some other port and came here and sailed the 
same day. it was acrew of scabs. All our men 
were away from home at the time. Our ships 
here carry none but Union men. 


NORTH SHIELDS BRANCH. 


At the usual weekly meeting of this branch, 
after the usual business was transacted and 
various important resolutions were passed in 
connection with the interests of this branch, the 
meeting was addressed by the general secretary, 
Mr. J. H. Wilson, on the necessity of all the 
branches and members acting in unity and hur. 
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mony one with the other, and advised the mem- 
bers to send delegates to attend the Trades 
Council meeting and the demonstration on 
August 25th. He also strongly advised 
all seamen to see that their names 
were put on the Parliamentary _ register, 
so that the seamen could make their influence 
felt in the next general election, and send a man 
who would endeavour to do something in the in- 
terest of seamen in the House of Commons. 
After a little more discussion the meeting ad- 
journed. 
GREAT Y.A..RMOUTH BRANCH. 

Ata public indignation meeting, held at the 
Great Yarmouth Market-place, Mr. C. Reynolds 
in the chair, a resolution was read cordemning 
the action taken by the local Board of Guardians 
in stopping the outside relief of the widow and 
four children of a fiskerman called Kersey.—Mr. 
Reynolds, in the co 1: seof his remarks, strongly 
urged the necessity »{organisation amongst the 
workers as the only means of putting an end to 
this abominablety:: nny. He further pointed out 
that the womanha41 ved in Yarmouth six years, 
whilst her husbari{ had been in the Yar- 
mouth fishing iniistry for 17 years, and all 
her children hai been born in the town. 
She was told she must apply for relief to the 
parish in which s!:e resided before she married, 
as she had not resided sufficiently long to 
claim relief. She applied as directed, only to be 
referred back to Yarmouth, as they said she had 
been out of her parish too long. And _ thus for 
nine months had this poor widow and her four 
children been bandied about between the two 
authorities, and would doubtless ere this have 
been hidden behind the workhouse walls or driven 
on the streets for a living, but for the timely in- 
terference of the Committee of the Working 
Men’s Association, who took her case in hand 
and never intend to let it rest till they shew the 
workmen what can be done by united action, and 
till the widow and children are provided for. 
—The following resolution was moved by Mr. 
Annis :—‘‘ That in the opinion of this meeting, 
Widow Kersey and family are deserving of the 
deepest sympathy for the unfair treatment 
towards her by the local Board of Guardians by 
their refusing to grant relief, and are further of 
opinion thatthe authorities have not acted with 
justice in this case.—The resolution was seconded 

y Mr. Young and supported by Mr. Jacques, who, 
in the course of his speech, pointed out the 
benefits of his own trade union. Not only would 
it have saved the widow the disgrace and humi- 
liation of being refused the scanty pittance which 
they call relief, but she would have had the satis- 
faction of knowing when she received her money 
that it was her husband’s hard earned, honest 
money that he had had the forethought to _pro- 
vide for her when he was gone, and could not 
stand between her and the workhouse gates. 
Our Yarmouth secretary complained bitterly of 
the sleepy state of the Yarmouth press. A gen- 
tleman in the throng asked at this point if we 
would send a report up to the London Star, and 
he guaranteed it would be published. The 
speaker thanked him, and informed him the 
chairman would certainly do so; also a report 
would be sent to the sailors’ own paper, SEA- 
FARING, which assurance gave the immense con- 
course of people every satisfaction. The speaker 
also complained of the so-called Board of Trades’ 
inaction and sleepy state. He asked where the 
inspector of boilers was to be found? Had any 
of the fishermen ever seen him, and said it 
was only that very day that a smack 
had sailed away, after having put in to 
repair boiler and engine. The pieces flew around, 
and after dancing a fandango in such a small 
—_ ended by smashing the clock. Thank God 
there was no one near, or there would have beeaa 
few more Widow Kerseys. He contended that 
the Employers’ Liability Act ought to be ex- 
tended to fishermen and sailors, and ended by 
telling them where to join, either at Gorleston or 
Yarmouth. After a few more remarks from 
several speakers one of the most successful meet- 
ings that ever took place in Yarmouth,numbering 
about 1,000, was brought to a close by a vote of 
thanks to the chairman. A subscription of 12s. 
was handed over to the widow at the close of the 
meeting. The secretary was afterwards invited to 
a meeting of the Working Men’s Institute, where 
he was warmly welcomed by the members. Mr. 
Adams addressed a few pointed remarks to 
the fisherman assembled anent the Union that 
Mr. Jacques represented, and urged on all of them 
to get in as soon as they could and not delay. Mr. 
Jacques thanked them for their kind greeting and 
gave them a brief sketch of the tormation and 
growth of the Union, and some good impression 
was made. Mr. Wilson has already promised us 
he will come down soon ; we are anxiously await- 
ing his eoming. 


RINGS LYNN BRANCH. 


The usual weekly meeting of this branch was 
held at the room of the Royal Standard, County 
Court-road, on Friday, the 16th. After the 
secretary had read the minutes of the last meet- 
ing, and the same had been confirmed, Bro. C. 
W. Arnold, the delegate who had attended the 
conference which was held at Sunderland, gave a 
lengthy statement as to the proceedings there. 
The secretary then began to read the most im- 
portant points of the printed minutes, a copy of 
which had been forwarded to him by the execu- 
tive. Great satisfaction was expressed at the 
manner in which the conference had been con- 
ducted, and all the resolutions were passed. 
In respect to the enacted scale of pro- 
vision, it was unanimously resolved that 
it be condemned as it now stands, leave 
it in the hands of the executive to draw 
up a new scale of provision. It was also 
resolved that the maximum scale should be 
drawn up as quick as possible and forwarded to 
the proper quarter. Thesecretary then gave in 
a report in respect to our departed brother, T. 
Simpson, who died at Port Said while serving on 
board the ss. Maude, Captain G. Freeman. It 
was proposed by ©. W. Arnold, and seconded b 
S. Swaine, that we, the members of the King’s 
Lynn Branch ofthe N.A.S. and F.U. dosympathise 
with the widow of our departed brother in her 
bereavement, and that the secretary get up a 
subscription list in her behalf, and it is earnestly 
requested that al! brethren in unity will respond 
to the call nobly, as a great many can assist one 
where one cannot help a great many. All dona- 
tions will be acknowledged and thankfully re- 
ceived by the secretary. After a little more busi- 
ness, the meeting closed in due form at 10 p.m. 


MIDDLESBOROUGH BRANCH. 

A special meeting of this branch was held 
on Tuesday night—our usual weekly  meet- 
ings being held on Wednesdays — but 
many of our members going away for a trip 
to Sunderland, we had to call a speeial meeting. 
The chair, in the absence of the president and 
vice-president, was occupied by Mr. William 
Mallam. There were several new members en- 
rolled at the usual rate of entrance, 7s. 6d. The 
minutes were then brought forward, and after the 
different items had been fully discussed,they were 
confirmed, on the motion of Mr. Brown, seconded 
by Mr. a It was then reported that a 
steward of a local steamer had signed under the 
Union rate of wages. After a lengthy discussion, 
in which Messrs. Dalton, MeVain, Brown, Craw- 
ford Moon, and Lund took part, it was moved by 
Mr. Smith, and seconded by Mr. Daird White, 
that the steward be fined 10s., and that no 
member sign in ship until the steward has got 
the Union money. The outside delegate then 
asked all members to produce their cards on 
going in to sign, as it would give him a better 
chance of knowing who were Union men and who 
were not. It was then reported that a member 
was going round the town vilifying the treasurer 
and secretary. It was moved by Mr. Smith, 
seconded by Mr. James Dalton, that the secre- 
tary be instructed to summon him to attend the 
next general meeting to answer the charges made 
against him, which was carried. The secretary 
then reported that the Testimonial Fund to 
the general secretary was now opened, and 
thanked members who had already subscribed. 
The members then decided to push the fund 
along and to ask all Brothers to subscribe, 
so that they might be able to present a 
testimonial worthy the acceptance of the general 
secretary, of whom they feel so justly proud. The 
meeting was then adjourned, on the motion of 
Mr. White. 


CARDIFF BRANCH. 

At a meeting of the above branch, held on 
August 16th, Mr. Campbell in the chair, there 
was a good attendance. The minutes of the last 
meeting were read and adopted. The secretary, 
Mr. Gardner, then proceeded to read a lengthy 
report, submitted by Mr. Harrison, of the pro- 
ceedings of the Conference held at Sunderland. 
This report met with the unanimous approval of 
the members present. At the conclusion of the 
report Mr. Harrison addressed the meeting at 
some length, touching upon the various con- 
clusions arrived at by the Conference. He urged 
the members of the Cardiff Branch to contribute 
towards the Wilson ‘Testimonial Fund, con- 
sidering the enormoussacrifice of time and labour 
to which the general secretary had been put. He 
stated that Mr. Wilson may justly be termed the 

yarent of the Union, and he considered it would 

e very bad conduct of the child should that 
child abandon its parent when it found it was 
able to do for itself. At the conclusion of Mr. 
Harrison’s remarks the secretary adressed the 





meeting on various subjects of the most vital im- 


portance to the members of this Union and the 
seafaring community at large. The following re 
solution was moved by Mr. Chubb, seconded by 
Mr. Harrison, and supported by Mr. Duncan :— 
‘* That the secretary of this branch be requested 
to write the general secretary, asking him to 
move a resolution at the Trades Union Congress 
requesting the assistance of the Parliamentary 
Committee to ask the Board of Trade to 
put clause 7 of the Amendment of Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1880, in force, which clause re- 
quires that aseaman shall produce four years’ 
| aan before he shall be entitled to the rating 
of A.B.” This was carried unanimously.—Mr. 
Harrison moved a resolution, which was seconded 
by Mr. Chubb, ‘* That in future this branch shall 
hold one general meeting a week instead of two, 
the meeting to be held on Monday night, and that 
the second night be confined to committee meet- 
ings only.” This was carried unanimously.—The 
next question was the election of an outdoor dele- 
gate in place of Mr. Brooks, who has resigned. 
Mr. Campbell was unanimously elected to the 
vacant post. This concluded the business of the 
evening, and the meeting closed. 


GREBNOCK BRANCH. 


The usual weekly meeting of this branch was 
held in the office 14, East India Breast, August 
17. Mr. Carrick, in the absence of the president 
and vice-president, was called to the chair. The 
secretary reports one new member since last 
meeting. ‘The minutes of the previous meeting 
having been read and adopted, the secretary made 
a complaint against two members who had signed 
on board a ship and failed to turn up at the 
proper time through drunkenness. After some 
discussion the matter was allowed to drop, as 
this was the first case of the kind that had taken 
place here ; but it was decided that any others 
committing themselves would be severely dealt 
with. The secretary then gave a very exhaustive 
report of the conference at which he represented 
his branch. He reported that we had every right 
to be proud of the Union, and that the lie 
had been given direct to the shipowners and 
others who had long belied seamen as a low, 
ignorant, and drunken class of men. Had any of 
our friends,the shipowners, dropped in on us they 
would have got a surprise, for Mr. Donnelly had 
attended many meetings of delegates, and a more 
intelligent body of men it had seldom been his 
lot to meet with. He also reported that the 
question of the executive had been made clear, 
and that while mistakes had been made on all 
sides he quite agreed with the vote of confidence 
passed on the executive and general secretary ; 
also that the reconstruction of the executive would 
take place at Cardiff. The question of the J. H. 
Wilson testimonial was allowed to lie over until 
a future meeting. A vote of thanks was then 
tendered Mr. Donnelly for his very able 
services at the conference. The secretary 
then explained that some _ trouble had 
arisen out of the fact that some Union 
men were boarding at scab boarding-houses, and 
that the general secretary be requested to insert 
an advertisement in SEAFARING requesting all 
Union men to inquire at the Union offices in the 
various ports for Union boarding-houses, so as to 
avoid any confusion. |Also—secretaries, please 
note—that all secretaries take steps to impress 
same on all their members on all meeting nights. 
A hearty vote of thanks to the chairman brought 
the meeting to a close. 


NEWPORT BRANCH. 


The usual weekly meeting was held at the 
Tradesmen’s Hall on August 15, Bro. G. W. 
Davies in the chair, Bro. S. Goole,vice-chair. The 
secretary read the minutes of the last meeting, 
and they were passed. The secretary then read 
the reports of the delegates, who had been sent to 
Sunderland—Mr. Gibbs, of Newport, and Mr. 
Harrison for Cardiff.—Bro. A. Goole, speaking 
about the meeting, said that the secretary ought 
to call a special meeting to hear the report in 
question he has overruled. Speaking about the 
raising of entrance fee, the secretary explained 
that the South Shields Branch raised the entrance 
fee without the general secretary’s knowing any- 
thing about it. The secretary called upon Mr. 
Harrison, the Cardiff delegate, to say a few words 
about the Wilson Fund, which he did in a ver 
able manner.—Bro. Hill proposed that this to 
give something towards the fund.—Mr. Gibbs, 
speaking on the question, said the least we could 
do was to subscribe to the fund.—Mr. Gardener, 
the district secretary, who was received with loud 
cheers, said that Mr. Wilson had put all his funds 
into the Union, andif the Union had failed he 
would have lost all his money.—Bro. Metcalf 
asked Mr. Gardener to withdraw his words, but, 
after an explanation, Brother Metcalf withdrew 
his remark.—Mr. Gibbs, the Newport delegate, 
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rose to address the meeting,and was received with 
loud applause. He said that this conference had 
done a deal of good and after the annual con- 
ference we shall be able to open the eyes of the 


world. (Cheers.)—Mr. Harrison, the Cardiff 


delegate, gave a very able address which was re- 
ceived with loud cheers. He explained the bene- 
fits derived from the conference, and he also 
spoke in great favour of the Defence Fund. After 
speaking for 20 minutes he closed amid loud 
cheers.—Mr. Gardener, district secretary, arose 
amid cheers, and, speaking upon the provisions 
scale, he said that we ought to demand an in- 
spector to examine all provisions before they were 
put on board ships. (Cheers.) He said that he 
was very pleased to hear such a report from the 
delegates of Cardiff and Newport, and it was a 
good thing to hear that the Bristol Channel ports 
had acted in the way they had in not going out 
on strike. (Cheers.) He said that the late strike 
had done good in bringing the Union before the 
public, and the men that do not see the effects of 
the Union are fools and not sensible men. Take, 
for instance, the sailors of to-day and the sailors 
of twelve months ago. Look at the difference 
in the wages. Would they have got the 
increased wage if they had no Union? He 
contended they would not; he said that out 
of atwelvemonths’ earnings of an A.B. ten months 
and a-half was clear gain, the 1emaining six 
weeks is all they have to pay for twelve months’ 
contributions. (Loud cheers.) After afew more 
remarks, Mr. Gardener took his seat amid loud 
cheers. After considerable discussion the meet- 
ing closed with a hearty vote of thanks to dis- 
trict secretary and the delegates—Mr. Gibbs and 
Mr. Harrison—at 10.30 p.m. Wages the same; 
shipping steady. 


SOUTH SHIELDS BRANCH. 


This branch has been busy arranging for a 
demonstration next Sunday (to-morrow), when it 
is hoped that the weather will be fine. Mr. 
Clement, the secretary, has, we are glad to see, 
been also occupied in getting the names of as 
many members of the branch as possible placed 
on the Parliamentary register, so that as many 
seafaring men asitis possible to get votes for 
under the existing law may be able to record their 
votes at the next election. It will be remem- 
bered that at the demonstration in the theatre 
here last Mareh the Editor of SEAFARING, in 
addressing the meeting over which he had the 
honour to preside, impressed upon the audience 
the necessity for this step. It is, therefore, all 
the more gratifying to us that it has been taken, 
especially as the result will be to give seafaring 
men more influence at the elections than they 
have ever had. Mr. Bradlaugh, M.P., who has 
been here lecturing, has had a high compliment 

aid him. Before the commencement of one of 

is lectures, which was on ‘ Nonconformist 

Opposition to the Blasphemy Laws,” the 
chairman, Mr. S. M. Peacock, stated that a 
deputation from the Sailors’ and Firemen’s 
Union wished to present Mr. Bradlaugh with 
an address. Mr. J. Mansell, who was ac- 
companied on the platform by about a dozen 
seamen, stepped forward and presented an 
illuminated address, which ran as follows :— 
‘* Presented by the members of the South Shields 
Branch of the National Amalgamated Sailors 
and Firemen’s Union of Great Britain and Ireland 
to Mr. C. Bradlaugh, M.P. for Northampton, as a 
mark of respect for his services in bringing for- 
ward the grievances of seamen in the House of 
Commons, and trust he will be spared to continue 
the great work he has in hand. The under- 
signed speak on behalf of 3,000 members. Signed 
on behalf of the members by Messrs. Cook 
(president), Dynan (vice-president), Mansell, 
Hall, Cheatham, (eo. Cowie, and Clement 
(secretary). Motto, ‘Pull together.” — Mr. 
Bradlaugh, who was received with much cheer- 
ing, said so far as he was concerned the 
address was undeserved. (‘* No,no.”) He could 
appreciate his own work in Parliament as justly 
as most people. The very little he had done for 
the seamen was so little that he was almost 
ashamed to take the address from them. The 
only reason that would make him take it was the 
hope that in some future session of Parliament he 
might be able to do something to justify those 
proceedings. (Cheers.) He then proceeded with 
the lecture. There was a large audience. 








SHEWING the improvement in the value of 
steamships, it is stated that a number of shares 
in local steamers were offered a day or two ago 
at West Hartlepool by auction. Every share 


offered was sold, and that at fair prices. The 
more remunerative character of shipping is also 
arcing up the price of old steamers in the 
ofrk et. 








GREAT STRIKE AT LONDON 
DOCKS. 


In last week’s SEAFARING the fact was briefly 
mentioned that over 2,000 labourers at the docks 
in London had come out on strike. Since then 
they have been joined by many thousands more. 
Indeed the movement had by Saturday morning 
been recognised as one of great importance, when 
the stevedores, acting on instructions from the 
leaders of their society, went out almost in a 
body, and consequently the whole of the ships in 
the South West India Dock, with one exception, 
were idle. The stevedores intimated to the 
masters in an interview at the West India Dock 
gates on Saturday that they would not ship 
goods, either by land or water, until the 
labourers’ demands have been granted by the 
dock companies. Unless stevedores can be brought 
from other ports no ship will be able to load. 
Another class of men who are thrown out by the 
strike are the clerks employed in tallying cargo 
into the various ships. Their wages average 7s. 
per day, and many express their willingness to 
stand by the men. A large crowd assembled 
outside the gates, and a number of speeches were 
delivered, but the proceedings were orderly. A 
large meeting of labourers was held at 9 o’clock 
on Saturday night outside the West India Dock, 
when an address was delivered by Mr. Tillett. 
The stevedores held a conference in the evening 
near the dock entrance, and determined to 
hold out at all costs until the owners gave 
way. In general, the number of men seeking 
work at the gates of the London Docks is greatly 
in excess of the requirements of the employers 
of labour, and owing to this the large com- 
panies have generally been able to hire men at 
their own terms. The average payment is 5d. 
per hour; but where the work is unusually 
hazardous and difficult, 6d. per hour is paid. The 
men usually assemble at the dock gates at 7 
o’clock in the morning. At 8 so many as are 
required are engaged, but their employment may 
only continue for one or two hours, and they are 
paid accordingly. In the afternoon there is a 
second hiring, when the men may have another 
hour or two of work. The strikers contend that 
this system is unfair, as it frequently prevents 
them getting a full day at other employ- 
ments. They now ask that they shall not 
be engaged for less than four hours at a 
time in the morning or afternoon, and that the 
uniform rate of pay shall be sixpence per hour. 
They also ask that the system of contract and 
sub-contract shall be abolished, as under this 
system the contractors discharge ships at a stated 
price per ton by reducing the number of men and 
harassing the remainder they take from each 
ship discharged an average of £45,and the labourer 
receives no redress from the company as the 
responsibility is given over to the contractor. 
The Sailors and Firemen’s Union are acting as 
one man with the Stevedores’ Union, and an 
appeal will be sent all over the country asking 
men to refuse London offers of work. The 
leaders calculate the men can stand out three 
weeks or a month, at least. The bakers in the 
East End refuse to supply bread to the dock com- 
panies for the few blacklegs at work. 

On Sunday the large space in front of the East 
India Dock gates was packed with a body of men 
that one of the speakers declared to number not 
less than 20,000. The meeting overflowed on to 
the road and to the pavement on the other side. 
—Mr. Tillett, secretary to the Dock Labourers’ 
Society, in addressing them, said that he had 
heard that the companies’ clerks, and the gentle- 
men who wash their hands five times a day, had 
bgen trucking, and he hoped it would do 
them good. This announcement set the 
whole meeting laughing.—Mr. Tom Mann, 
of the Amalgamated Engineers, then made 
an eloquent speech—eloquent to his hearers, 
who knew what it was to take home to their 
wives perhaps only one day’s pay, and that very 
small, ina week. Referring to the support the 
men were receiving, he told them there was a 
Trades Council in London—‘‘not all that it might 
be, certainly”—he interposed, and that Council 
existed for the sake of helping on agitations,such 
as they were engaged in, and they hada right to 
apply for money to the Council for agitating pur- 
poses. Again, the Amalgamated Engineers, to 
which he belonged, were, after paying sick and 
other benefits and expenses, saving as much as 
£1,000 a-week, and he thought they ought 
to get some of that to help on their 
cause. Unskilled labour was just as_neces- 
sary for the community at large as skilled labour, 
and the former was less valuable simply because 
it was notso united. Mr. Mann then urged the 
men to join the Union, and te stick to it.—Mr. 
McCarthy, secretary of the Amalgamated Steve- 
dores, then began an address with the announce- 
ment that Mr. J. M. McDonald, Radical 


candidate for Bow and Bromley, had just sent to 
the meeting a cheque for £1, his mite towards the 
collection. He also intimated that the steve- 
dores on Saturday night had determined to stand 
out until the labourers got their demands and 
were going to assist them with bands and banners 
and in every other way they could. After the 
hat had been put round, and the result, 
with Mr. Macdonald’s cheque, of £6 2s. 1d., given, 
Mr. Mann called for ‘‘Three Times Three” to 
the stevedores and other friends. The response 
to this was a cataract of cheers that must have 
gone near to shaking the dock walls.—Mr. 
Kdwards, a well-known negro speaker in these 
quarters, then got up and told the men the way 
to win their battle. In the first place, Union ; in 
the second place, Union; in the third place, 
Union. Mr. Walsh, London District Secretary of the 
Sailors’ Union, also spoke most ably. At the close 
of the meeting about 200 more new members 
joined the Union. 

Among the incidents that are already reported 
to have occurred through the clerks and agents of 
the dock companies taking to trucking are two 
worthy of mention. One clerk was so energetic 
that he pushed his truck right down into a barge, 
falling in himself after it. Another Hercules 
slung a bale of wool in such a manner that the 
carman he was serving had his thigh-bone broken. 
The lightermen refuse to take cargo from un- 
trained hands because of the dangers they would 
thereby be exposed to. On Tuesday the strike 
was still spreading, and not only at the East and 
West India Docks, but St. Katharine’s, Millwall, 
Victoria, Albert, and Tilbury Docks work was 
at a standstill. 

The ‘* Licensed Watermen and Lightermen of 
the Thames,” at theirmeeting on Wednesday, 21st, 
passed a unanimous resolution to cease work till 
the dock companies settle the dispute. The 
London carmen are organising a Union, and 200 
of them came out this morning. The various 
railway companies will not guarantee the delivery 
of cargo in London after Thursday, 22nd, as the 
warehouses are full. Numbers of men from the 
provinces brought here by the dock companies are 
unable to obtain admission to the docks and are 
consequently starving, as every gate entry and 
railway station is closely watched night and day 
by the strikers. The N.A.S. and F.U. have been 
asked to join the trade federation, which will be 
formed immediately. Public feeling is growing 
in favour of the strikers and money is pouring 
in. The sailors’ trophy, ‘‘ Neptune and _ his 
Satellites,” mounted onaflat car is cheered to the 
echo by the people in the City. In the street pro- 
cession which takes place daily it is computed 
that 5,000 men per day are added to the number 
on strike. On Wednesday the Surrey Commercial 
Dock Company sent a body of 50 labourers to work 
in the docks affected by the strike The remainder 
of the men, to the number of 3,700, immediately 
struck work, and although strongly importuned 
to come back by Inspectors Jones and Scott, 
steadfastly refused. The grain porters, coal and 
deal porters, painters, riggers, scalers, machine, 
derrick, and tug drivers have turned out, and the 
contagion is spreading like wildfire. The men at 
the wharves are coming out, and no one knows 
the end. Trade in the docks and river from 
London to Tilbury (21 miles) is paralysed. 
Sixty thousand men are affected, and the number 
is increasing by leaps and bounds. 








Tue extraordinary stream of passengers 
between Dover and the Continent is still main- 
tained, and, according to the returns for the past 
week, the number reached 14,195, or an average 
of 2,000 aday. The traftic this year will exceed 
anything attained in —_ previous years. Two 
mail packets are frequently required for the night 
service instead of one. 

THE ALLEGED MURDER ON THE HIGH SEAs. 
—On August 17, Mr. Wynne E. Baxter resumed 
an inquiry at the London Hospital (reported in 
last week’s SEAFARING) into the death of Pbilip 
Day, 29, a seaman on board the fishing smack 
Waterloo, and lately living at 16, Orwell-street, 
Grimsby, who was alleged to have been stabbed 
while cruising in the NorthSea.—Thomas Purtall, 
the cook, having been cautioned by the coroner, 
said that he and the deceased were ‘‘ larking ” on 
deck. Witness had deceased’s knife, and 
went down with it. Deceased came for it to cut 
some tobacco. Witness was at the time peeling 
potatoes with it, and the deceased took hold of 
his wrist suddenly, which caused him to slip, and 
the knife entered deceased’s knee. Witness did 
not know the lad was injured till some time after, 
when he went on deck, and saw him squeezing 
blood out of a wound im his knee. Deceased and 
witness were very good friends, and always 
worked well together. The jury returned a verdict 





of death by misadventure. 
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ADVANCE NOTES. 


IMPORTANT DECISION. 

In last week’s SEAFARING we reported that at 
the Liverpool Police-court, before Mr. J. Dickin- 
son, stipendiary magistrate, George Charles 
Stewart, a member of the firm of W. Stewart and 
Co., was summoned by Mr. Paxton, at the in- 
stance of the Board of Trade, for refusing to 
pay to the Board the sum of £4 on account 
of wages due to Griflith Williams, a de- 
ceased seaman in defendant’s employ as 
second mate of the Temple Bar. The case, as 
reported in SEAFARING, was adjourned till 
August 16 to give defendant the opportunity of 
proving his defence that the money had been 
paid. Onthe hearing of the case being resumed, 
Mr. C. M. Stewart, son of the defendant, was 
called. In his evidence, he said that he paid the 
amount due under the advance note to a woman 
representing herself as the deceased’s mother in 
the presence of the deceased the day before the 
Temple Bar sailed from Liverpool. In the cash 
book the money was represented as having been 
paid on December 3, and witness explained that 
this was owing to his having neglected to mention 
the payment before his returnfrom Cardiff. Hewas 
certain, however, that he had paid the money before 
the ship left Liverpool. Archer Wilkinson, a 
elerk in the office of the defendant, said that on 
the 9th of November he saw the previous witness 
pay the money. Mr. Paxton called Kilen Jones, 
sister of the deceased, who said that she did not 
get the money until three days after the ship teft 
Cardiff. Witness could not remember who it was 
who paid her, as there was a number of people 
present. Margaret Jones, daughter of the last 
witness, said that she went with her mother to 
get paid, and at the request of one of the clerks 
she wrote her name, as her mother was unable to 
write. This happened about three weeks after 
deceased joined the ship. Mr. Dickinson 
said that Mr. Stewart must be under 
a misapprehension, and he felt quite cer- 
tain that the money was not paid until 
after the ship sailed trom Cardiif. The legal 
points presented no difliculties at ali. It was 
quite clear by the 196th section of the Act that 
under circumstances such as these owners refus- 
ing to pay such money were liable to pay the 
amount and also a penalty not exceeding treble 
the money not accounted for. It was quite clear 
that conditional advance notes were absolutely 
illegal, and the payment made by Mr. Stewart 
was absolutely useless. The Board of Trade was 
perfectly right in bringing this forward, but, as 
the money was paid, he would simply order the 
defendant to pay the £4 and costs. Mr. Paxton 
intimated that the Board only pressed for pay- 
ment of the amount due and costs. 

Commenting on the above case the Liverpool 
Journal of Commerce says: The Act of 1880 was a 
mistake as regards the prohibition of advance 
notes, and a bill to smal that proviso to the 
extent of making it legal to issue notes for one 
month’s wages has gone through all the stages in 
both Houses of Parliament. But the case 
heard by Mr. Dickinson at the Liverpool 
Police-court raises the question as to pay- 
ment of wages before or after the sailing of a 
ship, independent of settling the wages of 
deceased seamen at a shipping office. Mr. 
George Charles Stewart, of South John-street, 
was summoned in pursuance of the Merchant 
Shipping Act for refusing to pay to the Board of 
Trade one month’s wages, which had been earned 
previous to the death of the second mate. Mr. 
Stewart, the defendant, was the owner of the 
British ship Zemple Bar, which in November, 
1888, sailed from Liverpool for South American 
ports. Thesecond mate, Griffith Williams,sailed 
in her at wages of £4 a month. After beinga 
month at sea he died of apoplexy, the death 
being duly entered in the log, and partienlars 
subsequently reported tv the Consul at Rio de 
Janeiro. Ultimately the vessel was wrecked on 
the coast of South America. When the crew 
arrived home the owner claimed as deduction 
from William’s wages an advance of £4 that 
appeared to have been made to him. On being 
examined by the Board of Trade it was found 
that the voucher for the advance shewed that it 
was in ‘‘consideration of your signing articles 
and sailing in theship,” whereas it was contended 
on behalf of the Bo urd of Trade that the Act of IS80 
expressly } rovided that any such document niade 
conditionally on a man goiuy to sea, and before 
wages should have been earned, should be void. 
Consequently, it was urged that the advance note 
was void, because it was not an absolute promise 
to pay. The legal representative of the Board of 
Trade appears not to have quoted the full text of 
the clause on which he relied, as he omitted the 
word ‘ future,” which {stands as a prefix before 
the rest of the paragraph. The owner said the 





money had been paid tothe mother of deceased,and 
an acknowledgment was given for the amount, 
and he was prepared to bring evidence to 
prove that the advance was paid to the second 
mate before the ship sailed, and officers were not 
treated as seamen by the firm of Messrs. Stew art 
and Co. There was no promise to pay in the 
future, and consequently the statute did not take 
effect. This interpretation of the Act of 1880 
turned up for consideration in consequence of the 
demand to pay the £4 to the Board of Trade. 
The clause in the Act says too much one way and 
too little in another to make it plain English or 
common sense. Clause 104 of the Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1854, declares that if any seaman 
or apprentice to whom wages are due dies 
before the same are all paid, they shall be applied 
in the manner specified in the statute. The wages 
were paid before the death of the second mate, 
and therefore there is nothing on which a court 
can found a judgment against the owner of the 
Temple Bar. There were no wages due. Section 
194 provides thatif a ship touches or remains at 
a foreign port for 40 English hours the master 
shall report any death during the voyage to 
the consul, and such officer may thereupon, if 
he considers it expedient so to do, require the 
effects, money, and wages to be delivered to him, 
and upon such delivery give the master a receipt, 
and themastershall produce the receipt tothe ship- 
ping master within 48 hours of arrival in the 
United Kingdom, but if the Consul has not. re- 
quired payment to him, the master of the ship 
shall take charge of the effects, money, and 
wages, and within 48 hours of arrival in the 
United Kingdom deliver the same at the 
shipping ofjice. We are not aware whether 
the master of the Temple Bar delivered the etfects 
of the deceased mate as provided by the <Act. 
Section 196 provides that if a master does not 
account, in the manner before indicated, for 
money, wages, and effects of a deceased seaman, 
he shall ineur a penalty not exceeding treble the 
value of the same, not exceeding £50; and if 
the master fails to account, the owner of the 
ship shall pay the amount under similar 
penalties to that imposed on masters. We 
have explained the law in these columns and 
in answer to letters, but the special feature of 
paying before a ship sails has not, to our know- 
ledge, turned up for magisterial adjudication. 
The Board of Trade has secured orders for pay- 
ment of wages advanced on notes made payable 
after and conditionally on the sailing of a ship, 
but the case of the Zemple Bar differs from all 
those decisions, and the letter and spirit of the 
clause in the Act of 1880 may never have to be 
pleaded in a Court of summary jurisdiction. 








SEAFARING DISASTERS. 


Arabian, from San Francisco, and the Europa, for 
Cardiff, were in collision off Point Lynas on 16th 
inst. The former sustained slight damage. 

Amazon, Telegram from Danzig states: Barque 
Amazon, from Sundswall for Dundee, arrived Danzig 
leaky. 

Ahti. Lloyd’s agent at Plymouth telegraphs: 
Ahti, arrived at Plymouth from Sundswall, reports 
having been in collision with the Warspite, ship of 
war. The Ahti was damaged on port side, but the 
extent is not yet known. 

Belle of Benin, 'Velegram from Bonny states: 
Belle of Benin aground Kastern Spit, Opobo Bar ; ex- 
pected total loss; cargo being discharged at great 
risk. 

Black Easle Wloyd’s agent at Portsmouth tele- 
graphs: Black Eagles, schooner yacht, has put into 
Portsmouth Harbour with loss of anchor and chaing 
foremast, and bowsprit, having dragged her anchor, 
and fouled Ryde Pier, damaging bulwarks. 

Charles Dennis, outward bound from Calcutta, 
fouled a chain in leaving port, and put back leaky. 
Will discharge for repairs. ; 

Dresden s, from Grangemouth for Hamburg, with 
coals, put into Leith August 20 with condenser 
damaged. 

Keho, Wioyd’s agent at Liverpool telegraphs : 
The master of the £cho, from Archangel, at Liver- 
pool reports: After leaving Archangel on July 12 
encountered a strong gale, and shipped a heavy sea, 
which flooded the eabin and also got below. Three 
feet of water in well; pumps choked. Deck cargo 
(tar) was jettisoned for safety of vessel. ra 

Export. Lloyd's agent at Elsinore telegraphs: 
Export (British schooner), from Treport for Hudiks- 
wall, in ballast, has put into Hlsinore leaking badly. 

Europa. See Arabian. ' 

Fanny Berg, Itis announced that the English s 
Fanny Bery has been wrecked on the coast of the 
White Sea, not very far from Archangel. Captain 
Blackburn and 10 men were saved, but three otf the 
crew were drowned, whose names are given as Selth 
(2', Pritcher (?), and Bowen. 

Garonne. A telegram from Cardiff, August 16, 
reports : Garonne, from Newport, collided with the 
pier in entering the dock. Damage unknown, 





Gibel Tarik. Lioyd’s agent at Gibraltartelegraphs : 
Gibel Tarik s, arrived with two blades of propeller 
lost ; is making a little water; divers have been em- 
ployed to examine the condition of the vessel’s 
bottom. 

Hibernia s, of Whitby, from the North for Cardiff 
in ballast, broke down August 18, and brought up 
near Navarp. Arrangements since made to tow her 
to Harwich; agreement £225. 

Hebe. Telegram from Falmouth, August 19, states 
that Hebe (schooner yacht) has gone ashore near Hel- 
ford, but is expected to be floated. 

Herongate. Lloyd’s agent at Aden telegraphs : 
s Herongate, from Middlesbrough for Yokohama, put 
back with machinery slightly deranged. 

Jessie and Emily (British s), has been towed into 
Havre (August 20), with machinery disabled ; agree- 
ment £100. 

Junak, Glasgow for Demerara, laden with coal, 
has put into the Mersey leaky, and docked at Birken- 
head. 

J. C. Williams. Lioyd’s agent at Barbadoes cables: 
J. C. Williams, Connetable, Philadelphia, sprung a 
leak and sank. Crew taken off and landed at Bar- 
badoes. 

Kate. Telegram from Liverpool, August 20, states 
that the yacht Kate capsized at Rysylt; all hands 
perished. 

Lotus s, Rouen for Whitehaven, laden with grain, 
was towed into Milford Haven by the Heron, (traw- 
ler), with manhole of boilers blown out. No agree- 
ment. 

Lindores Abbey (British barque), from Bimlipatam 
for London, which put into St. Helena with captain 
confined in irons hy the crew, proceeded on her 
voyage August 10. : 

Laura, <At noon, August 18, The Laura (steam 
yacht), of London, picked up a man on a boat bottom 
up between the Shambles and Portland, and landed 
him in Portland Roads. 

Leading Star, of North Shields, ran ashore on 
rocks off Scarborough, and is full of water. 

Mortlake. A cable message from New York states 
that Mortlake s, reported ashore, got off without 
assistance. 

Miranda, Lloyd's agent at Amsterdam tele- 
graphs: Miranda (British s), from Amsterdam for 
Shields, damaged by collision with floodgates at 
Ymuiden, has repaired and proceeded. 

Neva. Lioyd’sagent at Belfast telegraphs: Neva 
(brigantine) of and from Belfast for Quebec, is re- 
ported at Pathglass Bay, county Down, on fire, and 
a later report states that she sank in eight fathoms 
of water. 

Oncayh. A telegram from Great Yarmouth, dated 
August 17, reports Oneagh (schooner yacht),owned by 
the Karl of Cromartie, bound from Sheerness for 
Scotland, struck on Hasboro Sands, but came off 
without assistance, and brought up in the roads. 

Prince Amadco. Cable message from New Orleans 
states that the British ship Prince Amadeo, Bar- 
badoes for Ship Island, reported ashore Chandeleur 
Island, has been got off. 

Principia s,reported aground off Coal House Point, 
River Thames, was floated August 17, with the 
assistance of four tugs; ship uninjured, and proceeded 
to Millwall dock. 

Primus (schooner), of Chester, from Swansea to 
Glasgow, put into Milford Haven with mainsail 
blown to pieces. 

Roderick Dhu. Wloyd’s agent at Calcutta tele- 
graphs August 20: Roderica Dhu, reported ashore 
in Bedford Channel, lost anchor and 120 fathoms of 
chain ; vessel sustained no apparent damage. 

Star of the East. A telegram from Spurn Head, 
August 20, reports: Star of the East (smack), of 
Hartlepool, for the south, laden with coal, drove 
from her anchors and stranded on the point, where 
she lies in a critical position, and should the gale 
continue she will in all probability become a total 
wreck. 

St. Andrew’s Bay. Lloyd’s agent at South Shields 
telegraphs: Anexplosion occurred on board the 
St, Andrew’s Bay, caused by coal gas. Considerable 
damage to cabin ; steward and boy injured. Injured 
removed to infirmary. Joiners busy repairing damage 
to ship. 

Steamer, A telegram from Ismailia reports that 
the steamer previously reported aground in the Small 
Bitter Lakes refloated and proceeds. 

Sphine (steam yacht), of and for Yarmouth, from 
Queenborough, has been assisted into Harwich 
(August 20), disabled, 

Thomas (schooner), of Liverpool, has been assisted 
off Dutchman’s Bank by Penmon lifeboat crew, and 
brought to Beaumaris in leaky condition. 

Tajus. Telegram from Port Said states : British 
steamer Z'avus reports having been ashore on shoal 
not marked in charts near Scilla. 

Toward s, of Glasgow, London for Plymouth, &ce., 
has anchored in Dover Roads with wire rope foul of 
propeller. Diver engaged to clear same. 

Thahas, Tyne for Smyrna, coals, has arrived at 
Portsmouth with slight defect in machinery. 

Viceroy. VLioyd’s agent at Riga telegraphs that 
Viceroy (British s), when 25 miles from Lyserort, 
lost her propeller, and was towed into Riga by Elsa 
(German s.) 

Vesta. Lloyd’s agent at Bilbao telegranhs: Vesta 
(British s), in ballast, has arrived, making water in 
forehold. 

Wilson (schooner), from Par, grounded on bank off 
Duke’s Dock, Runcorn, and remains, Will lighten, 
and probably dock. 

Warspite, see Ahti. 
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